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  ROTA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2015 
 

DISCLAIMER 
The views expressed by contributors are not 

necessarily those of the  
Rats of Tobruk Association Inc. 

The material used in THN is checked for  
accuracy, and no liability can be assumed for  
any losses due to the use of any material in 

this publication 

Deadlines 

Editorial & Advertising 

 ISSUE: February 2018 

DEADLINE: January 10th  

 We welcome all contributions 

from our community 

but cannot guarantee publication.  

Email is preferred,  

with documents in Word and 

 pictures in jpeg format 

but not essential.  

Articles or letters that have 

                        no contact details,  
                       will not be published  

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 
All articles and photographs used in 
this publication are copyright unless 
otherwise stated. They should not be 
sold or used in any other publication 

without the express written permission 
from the Committee of this Association. 

VICTORIAN BRANCH RATS OF TOBRUK ASSOCIATION 

44 VICTORIA AVENUE, ALBERT PARK, VIC 3206 

Hall Phone (03 9690 5710) 4th Friday each month starting at 10.30 am 

Month Event Description 2017 

December 10 Christmas Dinner-cost $35.00 (Sunday) 12.00 for 13.00 start 

December 22 Note that there will be NO General Meeting in December 

Month Event Description 2018 

January 31 Final day to receive nomination forms for 2018 committee 

February 23 General Meeting  + $6.00 per person—light meal 

March 23 Annual General Meeting + $12.00 per person—2 course meal 

April 15 Tobruk Sunday ceremony at Tobruk House Albert Park 

April 25  Anzac Day cost TBA 

April 27 NO General Meeting in April due to Anzac Day two days earlier 

May 25 General Meeting  + $6.00 per person—light meal 

mailto:boforsgarden@hotmail.com
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Rats of Tobruk Association Inc. 

The President and  ROTA members 
wish to extend our condolences and 

deepest sympathy to the 
 families and friends of our 

 departed comrades. 

They shall grow not old 
as we that are left, grow old 
age shall not weary them, 
nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun, 
and in the morning 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

Our thoughts and prayers are extended to all families at this sad time.  

   ELDRIDGE, (nee Pfeiffer) Joy Isabel, Ladies Aux, 4/11/2017, 95 yrs 

 Joy was the wife of our past President Alan ELDRIDGE 
 0640, EASTON, Gwilym (Gil) Mardy, VX190056, 2/1 AFW, Aug 2017 93 yrs 
 R0411 SCOTT, Richard Charles, Affiliate, 20/09/2017 
 NAPPER, Arthur Alfred, VX14962, 2/32 Bn, 25/09/2017 96yrs 

Secretaries Report, Victorian Branch - December 2017 
 
 
 

To all members & friends of ROTA Inc., 
 
On behalf of the committee I would like to wish everybody a very Merry Christmas 
and a healthy & happy New Year for 2018. 
On November 27th we will be attending the Royal Children’s Hospital Neuroscience 
Award, more details to follow in  the February edition of THN . 
 
Santa has been booked to visit us at our Annual Christmas breakup on Sunday the 
10th of December, tickets available at $35 per person.  
A sumptuous 2 course meal will be provided with lots of fun and good friends. 
Please contact me to reserve a seat. 
  

The cut-off date for booking is Friday 1st of December.  
 

Just a reminder that  the Tobruk Sunday will be held at Tobruk House (Albert Park)
on Sunday 15th April, this is due to Easter Sunday being on the 1st April and on the 
8th of April the 2/4 AGH will conduct their remembrance ceremony at the Shrine of 
Remembrance-Melbourne 
 

To all our sick friends, we hope that you are on the mend and we are looking  for-
ward to seeing you soon. A special get well to Jack Caple, our thoughts and best 
wishes are with you . 
 

A Merry Christmas and a happy & healthy New Year to all in 2018. 
  

We are always thinking of you.   
 
 Regards to all and good health.   Reg Lawrence  Secretary/ Treasurer 
 

  
 

VALE 
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Welcome to our New Affiliate Members 

    

 Maryann Volavsek  David Murphy   Glen Duncan  Lyndal Peck 

 Judy Crosswell   Sarah Scott   Mark Roberts  Peter Gleeson 

Rats of Tobruk Association Inc. 
 

2018 MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 
 

DUE FOR PAYMENT ON 1
st

 JANUARY 2018 
 

All Affiliate members are reminded that next year’s subscription is due for payment on 
1

st
 January, 2018.   

 

The amount remains at $30 for 2018.    
 

Please note that individual notices to members are not normally sent.   
 

The cooperation of members by responding to this notice and paying their  
subscription as soon as possible is requested. 
Members are requested to complete and sign the 2018 Annual Subscription Payment  
 

Form (included in this edition of the Tobruk House News ).   
 

Please forward this with your payment.  Payment details are provided on this form 
If you are paying by EFT, please ensure you include unique reference details such as 
your surname and membership no.   
 

If you pay by an actual bank deposit please ensure you send details to:- 
 ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com or to:-  
 

the Secretary, ROTA, 44 Victoria Ave, Albert Park, 3206.  
 

This is important as bank deposits do not have adequate referencing. 
 
Please note that Tobruk Veterans are exempt from paying the annual subscription. 
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Some members may have noticed that the association’s website is no longer able to be  

accessed.  I would like to explain why this has come about. 

A number of years ago, affiliate member and current committee member, Owen Carlton  

volunteered to develop a website for the association.  After a considerable amount of work by 

Owen, ratsoftobrukvictoria.org.au was launched.  Whilst the website has served us well and 

we have been very appreciative of Owen’s contribution, nevertheless the committee has al-

ways been of the view that this was the Association’s website.  A number of factors led to this 

conclusion including the website address, the home page headed with the name of our  

association, the home page contained our logo (badge) and there was a copyright statement 

saying it belonged to the association.  In addition the site contained a considerable amount of 

information owned and provided by the association.  The association also paid $1500 towards 

the development costs and more recently the hosting costs. Finally, Owen made several public 

statements verbally and in writing which supported our view regarding ownership of the site. 

More recently, a number of issues concerning the website came to the committee’s attention 

which needed to be addressed.  In addition, the committee considered that it should have  

control over the content of the website as it represented the association in the public domain.  

This should not be under the control of one person.  The committee decided to undertake a 

general review of the website.  This became an item for discussion at a number of committee 

meetings.  During this process, Owen became displeased with suggested changes and without 

notice took down the site, claiming that he owned it.  He has since established another website 

which to a large extent is a copy of the original with a few cosmetic changes such as deleting 

the association’s name from the home page and a change to the copyright statement, which 

now states that it belongs to him.   

This new site does not have the association’s endorsement and it does not represent us, 

by virtue of the fact that the committee obviously has no control over it. 
 

In an endeavour to resolve this difficult situation with Owen, the committee through the  

association's solicitor, contacted Owen Carlton in an endeavour to resolve this matter.   

At the time of writing this message, Owen had not accepted this offer, this is ongoing.  

 

I am pleased to advise that the committee has decided to develop a new website.  The domain 

name has been registered which is ratsoftobrukassociation.org.au.  A contractor will be  

engaged to assist us with this project and any input from members is welcome.  Hopefully, the 

new website will be up and running early in the new year. 

Finally, this is a very unfortunate development which disappoints me, my fellow surviving 

Rats of Tobruk and the committee.  The support of the membership during this challenging 

time, is appreciated by the committee.  

All members will be kept informed of any further developments. 

Bob Semple 

President 

Rat of Tobruk 

 

        A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 



Page 6 

 

The life & times of 
Gwilym (Gil) Mardy EASTON, VX19056 

2/1 Australian Field Workshops 
 

Written by Jim Claven a Melbourne based historian,  
taken from the Sydney Morning Herald 18 August 2017 

War veteran left an archive of memories 
Gil Easton survived the World War II battles of Tobruk and Alamein, and brought back an archive of photo-
graphs which he donated to the people of Victoria. 
Gil Easton, who has died aged 93, was one of the few remaining Australian survivors of the 1941 Siege of 
Tobruk. 

Born in Horsham on April 23, 1924, Gwilym Mardy Easton – or Gil as he liked to be known – was one of five 
siblings. His parents were Anzacs who had served in the First World War. His Welsh-born mother, Edith 
Jeremiah Easton, served with the Australian Army Nursing Service in Egypt and on the Salonika Front and his 
father, Percy Easton, with the 21st Battalion on the Western Front. 

Returning to Australia in 1918, Edith and Percy met and married, settling in Moonee Ponds. 

Gil was particularly proud of his mother's war service. He was concerned at the lack of recognition often  
afforded to Australia's war nurses and it was at a presentation I gave on the Australian nurses at Salonika 
that I had the privilege of meeting Gil for the first time. 

Gil was only 15 years old when he enlisted in February 1940 – the reason his Army Service File records his 
birth as 1920 rather than 1924! His parents thought he'd never pass the induction but pass it he did,     
showing some of the determination that would stand him in good stead throughout his life. He would serve 
with the 2/1st Army Field Workshops (Recovery Section), repairing machine guns and other military      
equipment in the field. 

Gil sailed from Port Melbourne's Princes Pier on May 5 1940 aboard the Empress of Canada. From Fremantle 
his ship joined the third and largest convoy of the 2nd AIF to leave Australia. After disembarking at       
Greenock, Gil and his unit were camped on Salisbury Plains in June 1940. He remembered the camp being 
strafed by enemy planes after bombing the RAF airfields during the Battle of Britain, earning Gil and his unit 
the Battle of Britain medal. He found time to visit his mother's family in Wales. 

In October 1940, Gil and his unit departed for Egypt and the Middle East, serving with the Australian 9th  
Division. Here Gil took part in the defence of Tobruk – a siege that lasted 242 days and witnessed some of 
the most intense fighting of the war. Gil had vivid memories of this time, especially the bombing of Tobruk's 
hospital. 

After the lifting of the siege, Gil and his unit spent nearly 12 months recuperating and refitting in Palestine, 
Lebanon and Syria in preparation for the coming Allied offensive. He would go on to take part in the great 
battle of Alamein in July and October 1942, which began the turn of the tide of the war in the Middle East. 
Here he served with the 78th Light Aid Detachment (LAD), 26th Brigade, 9th Division. 

Returning to Australia in 1943, he went on to serve at the battles at Buna, Lae and Finschafen. His elder 
brother, Emlyn, also served in and survived the Second World War. 



Page 7 

Discharged on October 9, 1945 aged 21, Gil returned to civilian life in Australia. He married Lucia and soon 
they were overjoyed by the arrival of daughter Glynis. 

After a stint in the furnishing trades, Gil began work in Melbourne's thriving rag trade, obtaining a position 
in the storeroom of one of the industry's material suppliers. He remembered the large containers of goods 
spilling out on to Flinders Lane in the 1950s. Soon he had approached his boss – another WW2 veteran – 
seeking a position as a sales representative. A natural salesman, Gil was given the chance and thrived. 

Gil had found his calling. Soon he had started his own material importing business, opening up business  
connections across the world. He was one of the first Australian businessmen to be able to import material 
from China. He once showed me his business contact books, the old pages revealing the business cards of a 
forgotten era. His personal business archive is a treasure trove for historians of Melbourne's clothing        
industry and early business dealings with China. 

His personal business archive is a treasure trove for historians of Melbourne's clothing industry. 
Throughout his war service Gil was keen to record his experiences and those of his comrades. Using a small 
camera, he created a unique photographic archive of more than 140 photographs capturing his service in 
the Middle East. 

When Gil first showed me his photographic album I was amazed. His photographs expand the visual memory 
of some of the greatest chapters in Australia's Anzac story. They include images from the siege of Tobruk 
and the preparations for the battle of El Alamein. 

But his photographs from Egypt, Palestine and Syria also show the streetscapes of wartime Tel Aviv, the   
Anzac Surf Carnival on the Gaza waterfront, the horse races at Heliopolis and Tel Aviv's Ned Kelly newspaper 
stand. 

In 2016, with the support of his family, Gil made the decision to gift his archive to the people of Victoria. He 
was particularly glad that descendants of his former comrades would now be able to easily access his      
photographs of their loved ones, now held for posterity in the State Library of Victoria. 

One of the most poignant things I remember Gil saying about his wartime experiences was the importance 
of having a sense of humour. He recounted how some of his wartime comrades would be emotionally    
shattered by the effects of the constant bombing. Before the great battle of El Alamein, Gil and a fellow   
soldier enjoyed the nightlife of Alexandria in a brief moment of relief from the reality of war. For Gil, it was 
crucial to think of the good times and not let the war take over. 

With Gil's passing we have lost another connection to Australia's Anzac tradition. But he has left behind a 
unique archive for all us to appreciate. 

Gil is survived by his wife Lucia, daughter Glynis, grandson Scott and great-grandchildren Greta and Isabella. 

* Jim Claven is a Melbourne-based historian who assisted Gil in the donation of his photographic archive.  

2018 ROTA Inc. Annual General Meeting–  
Nomination for Committee positions 

In accordance with the Association Rules (2017), at the 2018 Annual General  
  Meeting (AGM), all positions on the Committee of Management will be declared  

  vacant and elections held for these positions.   Nominations are sought to fill these 
 positions.  All nominations must be on the Nomination Form, see page 31 for details 
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Jack Caple turns 99 in December 
Happy Birthday Jack 

John Wade turns 100 in November 
Happy Birthday John 

 

Copy of the Children of the Rats-Queensland, Christmas card that they are using for fundraising to buy wreaths for their 

memorial services and distribute to other Rat families  to use in their own home town’s where they cannot attend the 
Brisbane  ceremony. They are selling them for $4 each.  

Contact Betty Murphy by email if would like to support this great cause. 

childrenoftheratsqueensland@gmail.com 
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9 Div Shrine talk 2017 

Seventy-five years ago, the 9th Division made a profound contribution to the outcome of World War II. At 

the great battle of El Alamein, the 9th Division was on the right of the line, the position of greatest honour 

and greatest danger. The main road on the Western Desert front ran through the division’s sector, and both 

sides knew it was vital. During the battle the continuous pressure applied by the Australians on the northern 

front forced the brilliant German Field Marshal, Erwin Rommel, to direct more and more of his elite German 

forces to that area. He launched 25 attacks to recapture one hill taken by the Australians. All failed. ON 31 

October and 1 November the Australians held off the heaviest tank attacks ever made on Australians in the 

Middle East. Eventually Rommel had diverted so many men to this area that the British overall commander, 

General Montgomery was able to achieve a breakthrough against mainly Italian forces further south on the 

battlefield in an operation known as Supercharge. Even as Supercharge was under way, Montgomery ac-

knowledged the vital role of the Australians in making it possible. He found time to send the 9th Division 

commander, General Morshead a note, saying: 'I want to congratulate you on the magnificent work your 

Division has done on the right of the line.  Your men are absolutely splendid and the part they have played in 

this battle is beyond all praise.' The Australians’ British corps commander also sent Morshead a message, 

describing the Australians’ effort as Homeric, this comparing their efforts to those of the mythological he-

roes of the Iliad. This praise was very hard-won. To give one example, by 31 October, the 9th day of the bat-

tle, the 2/24th and 2/48th battalions of the 9th Division, which had started the battle with more than 600 

men each, had been reduced to 80 and 41 still standing. Little wonder that  although the 9th Division consti-

tuted only  10% of Montgomery’s 8th Army in the battle, they suffered more than 20% of the army's casual-

ties. I should mention here that at Alamein between July and November the division suffered over 5700 

casualties, of whom nearly 1200 were deaths.  

To the Australians doing the fighting, Alamein was a nightmarish experience. Yet to a remarkable degree 

they retained their humanity, even towards their foes. In a successful raid carried out just a few days after 

the Australians arrived on the Alamein front, an Australian platoon commander, Gordon Combe, who had 

led his men in destroying an anti-tank gun and half-track and killed or captured the entire crew, found a 

young German soldier cowering before him on his knees, clutching Gordon’s leg and pleading ‘Kamerad’. 

The Australian reflected later: ‘Minutes before we were unseen strangers striving to kill one another, now 

75th Anniversary of the 2nd Battle for El Alamein 
Presented by Dr. Mark Johnston 

at the Shrine of Remembrance—Melbourne 
27th October, 2017 
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we met, man to man, in the glow of the explosions and the eerie light of the parachute flares and there was 

no way then that we could have harmed one another.  I disarmed him and he was taken back as a prisoner.  

At this moment, one came face to face with the paradox of a war, at one and the same time both righteous 

and inhuman.’ That night Gordon prayed for his own men and for the enemy. In the great battle of Alamein, 

one of this lieutenant’s sergeants, John Lovegrove, was wounded. After being driven to an underground 

dressing station he found himself surrounded by casualties. They were arriving from all sectors, and were 

arranged with stretcher-cases side by side on the floor and walking wounded sitting on benches around the 

walls. Doctors were assessing patients according to the seriousness of their wounds rather than their nation-

ality. ‘Sitting at my left’, this Australian wrote later, ‘was an aged Italian soldier wounded through the throat, 

while on my right was a young blonde German, his forearm shattered.’ John assisted each of them to drink 

some coffee being dispensed by Salvation Army men. He found it eerie sitting in the dark with men of vari-

ous nationalities, all needing attention in this hive of activity, and reflected that some four hours earlier as 

he set off on his mission the desert had been very peaceful. He sensed that the prevailing feeling among 

these casualties was relief that they had completed their role in the battle, at least temporarily, ‘and a com-

passion and equality was evident between men who, such a short time earlier that night, were locked in 

mortal combat.’  

Such men who recognised the suffering not only of their mates but also of their enemies, knew the horror of 

war better than any non-combatants. Some 10,000 members of the 9th Australian Division were killed or 

wounded in the Second World War. Their division’s achievements in the battle of El Alamein was its greatest 

among many great achievements.  

Winston Churchill famously argued not only that it was the end of the beginning, but also that before 

Alamein we never had a victory, and after Alamein we never had a defeat. Churchill acknowledged in his 

memoirs that  'the magnificent forward drive of the Australians [at Alamein], achieved by ceaseless bitter 

fighting, …swung the whole battle in our favour.'  The Battle was one of the turning points of the war. In 

1967, the 25th anniversary of the battle, General Montgomery went to the Alamein War Cemetery, and saw 

the graves of the 1234 Australians who are buried in the cemetery. No doubt he saw many of the 6000 other 

graves that are there, but clearly the Australian losses made a big impression on him. The evening after this 

visit he told a friend: 'The more I think back, the more I realise that winning was only made possible by the 

bravery of the 9th Australian Division in holding the road against counter-attacks and slowly pushing forward 

despite increasing casualties.  I do not know of any [other] Allied Division who could have done it.  I must go 

to Australia and gather the 9th Division together so I can thank them properly.' He never made that trip, for 

his doctors advised that he could not face the huge reception he would be given by the Australian soldiers. 

But as long as people remember the turning-point battle of El Alamein, they will remember the contribution 

of the 9th Australian Division to the Allied victory that preserved our way of life. 
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Our readers might be interested to know that the two soldiers whose compassion is  
mentioned in the previous two pages – Gordon Combe and John Lovegrove – feature in a 
book of Mark Johnston’s that is to be published by NewSouth next year. It’s called  
An Australian Band of Brothers and tells in great detail the story of a 9th Division company in 
the Tobruk, Alamein, New Guinea and Borneo campaigns. Below is a draft version of the 
cover of the book.  
 

 

More photos & stories in the next edition of the 75th Anniversary of the 2nd Battle of El Alamein 

Veterans from El Alamein: Back row left to right:- Jim Arkell, Kenneth Kearney 
Front row left to right:- Geoff Bydder,  Don Tibbits, Jack Caple, Bob Semple 
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Dr Mark Johnston addresses those gathered for the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of El Alamein supported by a lone piper and 
banner bearers, all students from Scotch College, (who held  the 9th Division banner) at the Shrine of Remembrance—Melbourne 

From left to right:- Geoff Bydder, Bob Semple, Normie Bydder & Graeme Clifford  
They enjoyed a delicious lunch at Scotch College and catching up with good friends 

75th Anniversary of the 2nd Battle for El Alamein 
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OCTOBERFEST 
 

The 75th Anniversary El Alamein 
1942 

 
On Garrison duty up in Syria 

Living in a land of peace 
After the gruelling Tobruk campaign 
Finding both body and mind release 
Then suddenly there is a call for aid 

MAYDAY! MAYDAY! MAYDAY!!! 
Eighth Army in trouble I’m afraid 

So 9th Aust Div is on it’s way 
 

Back to another Desert campaign 
Once more to the horror of war 

To take on the Afrika Korps again 
As we had done the year before 
Straight into action at El Alamein 

And the prospects don’t look very well 
From June to October twenty third 

When the last battle was going to tell 
 

We invited them to the Octoberfest 
Although it was somewhat late 

But, being German and Octoberfest 
They didn’t hesitate 

Of course it pays to know your enemy 
And the habits they enjoy 

They’d never done a “Aussie” pub crawl 
And the tactics we employ 

 
Rommel accepted the invite quite fast 
Not understanding our national habit 

Of saving the best ‘til last 
The Afrika Korps is almost encircled 

The net is closing fast 
With “Nine Div” having the upper hand 

So they ended up heading for homeland 
Rommel’s hopes of glory past 

 
They could not handle the “Alamein Ale” 

The sort the Aussies drank 
Their hopes for the Canal and Oil Fields 

Rommel’s “Dream” ship torpedoed and sank 
So at this Memorial Remembrance 

 For those of us still in town 
Though Montgomery got the accolades 

“Morsheads Men” earned the Victors Crown 
 

Written by Gordon Wallace 
June 2017 
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Help Wanted 
 

At times the committee considers matters where the assistance and advice 
from a qualified professional would be useful and at time necessary.  Specific 
areas where such assistance would be useful include legal matters, marketing, 
insurance and website development.  The Committee would like to hear from 
any members that have the applicable qualifications and knowledge, who are 
willing to provide their services on a pro bono basis.   If you are interested, 
could you please send an email to the committee providing details of the      
services you can provide?    
The email address is: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com 

A THANK YOU 

Many thanks to Doris Spencer, widow of Bob Spencer VX41611 (2/24th Battalion), who has 
recently donated a number of Tobruk Echoes, as well as some old copies of the Tobruk House 
News to the association. Doris went to the trouble of putting these publications, some of 
which date back to the 1960’s, in date order and neatly bundled them up so that they could 
be stored in our Tobruk House library. This is much appreciated and they are currently lo-
cated in the   library, along with some photographs which Doris has also donated. 

Strangely enough, this has led to the solving of a bit of a mystery. You may have noticed that 
we are now advertising stubby holders on our merchandise page. Committee member, Mike 
Kiernan, organised these, and verses taken from a poem, ‘This Place They Call Tobruk’, are 
printed on the side of each stubby holder. The poem was attributed to ‘an unknown digger’ 
and Mike recited it on Anzac Day this year. Whilst flipping through some of Doris’s donated 
1960’s Tobruk Echoes, this same poem coincidentally caught my eye; however, the author 
was identified as a ‘Hugh Barton Paterson’. The name may sound familiar, because Hugh was, 
in fact, the son of A.B ‘Banjo’, Paterson and he was amongst the last Australian troops to 
leave Tobruk. Hugh wrote a number of other poems about Tobruk, including one about a 
cricket match played between Australian and English troops. Hugh Barton Paterson has now 
been added to our database. 
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Remembrance Day—2017 
Lest  we forget 

“In Flanders Fields the poppies grow, 
between the crosses row on row” 
Written by John McCrae 

Poppies adorn the path leading to Cobber’s Corner, France. Top: aerial view of the Shrine of Remembrance- 

Poppy canopy viewed from the forecourt of the 

Shrine of Remembrance-Melbourne 
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The Descendants of the Rats—Queensland remember the Rats 

 

Sarah Maas (taking service on left) & Helen 
O’Flanagan (reading El Alamein speech) 

Sarah Maas on left & Patrick Cameron (poem) 

Tess O’Flanagan laid a wreath from Children of the Rats-Queensland 
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The Descendants of the Rats—Queensland remember the Rats 

 

Our youngest members showing their respect Edward Cameron 6 months & brother Daniel Cameron  
2 1/2 years they are the sons of Patrick. In their Rats of Tobruk T-shirts. 

Welcome to the  
Descendants of the Rats—Queensland 

If you would like to contact this group please:- 
email Betty Murphy on 

childrenoftheratsqueensland@gmail.com 
 

To the left is the Descendant of the Rats logo 
Bumper stickers can be purchased through 

Betty 
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The Descendants of the Rats—Queensland remember the Rats 

 

Roma Street Parklands Brisbane Rats of Tobruk Memorial-group photo—all up about 20 people attended 

Sarah Maas & her brother Travis Murphy Sarah Maas laying crosses for distant families who were unable to attend. 
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Leader Community Newspaper story about:- 
 Bob Semple 

http://www.heraldsun.com.au/leader/inner-south/rat-of-tobruk-bob-semple-remembers-tenacity-of-his-fellow-aussies-in-famous
-wwii-battle/news-story/d494ab1485166f4ce6bba230 
 

 

Mr Semple was one of the legendary Rats of Tobruk, the tenacious Aussies who for eight 
months held the Libyan port against the formidable Afrika Korps. 

During a siege that became the longest in British military history, 14,000 Allied troops 
lived in dugouts and caves while withstanding Rommel’s daily artillery fire, tank attacks 
and bombings. 

Mr Semple, 97, vividly recalls the desert’s searing heat and desolation, and the Aussie  
soldiers’ tenacity and determination. 
 
“I hope you don’t think I’m trying to romance about this,” he told me. 

Rather, he said, his strongest memories are of difficult conditions, almost overwhelming 
odds and scarce resources. 

“Living in a hole in the ground does awful things ... and the challenge brings out that 
quality of mateship and will. 

“The challenge goes out to your own flesh and blood,” he said. 

“We were used to sharing things ... with one another, by necessity. 

“And the spirit — I can only speak for my own troops and the Australian troops — with-
out being egotistical, or without being patronising or anything else, but it was a special 
type of mateship. 

“I’ve tried to measure this, and in areas the likes of the desert ... with no trees, consistent 
boiler conditions ... and mirages and dust storms, they were no playthings, I assure you. 

“They were a great test to your mind. 

“And you were on duty for 24 hours a day, there’s no beg pardons, and when the ‘go’ sig-
nal goes up, well, you’ve got to go.” 

Mr Semple said it was almost automatic for Australians to want to help their mates. 

“Their behaviour in the main was exceptional,” he said. 
 

(Written by  Andre Awadalla, Port Phillip Leader. November 11, 2017—Part 2 of this story will be in the February edition of THN) 
We are indebted to the Leader Group of Community Newspapers for the  assistance that they have given us in providing this story 

SITTING in the middle of Albert Park’s Tobruk House, amid photographs, maps and 
other war memorabilia, Bob Semple pauses while telling his story of heroism and 
mateship during World War II. 
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Junior Rats—remembered 
Rayda Noble 

A Junior Rat badge-many of 

our Affiliate members proudly 
wear their badge at many of 

our meetings even today.  
Len Ormsby as Santa surrounded by eager Junior Rats and Santa’s 

helper Valda Prain...imagine removing the face paint afterwards 

What a delightful day I spent with Rayda Noble who managed, organised and anything that 
needed doing for the Junior Rats. Rayda presented all her files from her Junior Rats days to the 

Association. These stories will form a catalogue of features for THN readers in time to come. 
THANK YOU RAYDA– so many of our members have very fond memories of you... Graham 
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Santa’s helper Valda Prain with many Junior Rats at one of several Christmas parties  
enjoyed by the kids and adults alike. 

Mums, Dads and even Sylvester the cat join in with the Junior Rats to play spin the bottle. 
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Oh we’re from Tigerland 
A fighting fury.. 

Congratulations Tommy— 
enjoy this special moment 
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34 students from Warrandyte Primary School and their teachers/support staff visit us to hear about life in Tobruk from 

both our veterans and Affiliate members. An excellent day was enjoyed by all. Thank-you to you all. 

Warrandyte Primary School—visit 

Veteran Bob Semple explains to some of the year 6 students where Tobruk is and what his role in artillery 
entailed, he also spoke about the living conditions and how he managed with the terrible conditions 
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Warrandyte Primary School—visit 

Veteran Keith Clarkson and Carolina Sevcikova talk to the stu-
dents about Tobruk and working in the dusty, hot conditions 

Just a couple of mates trying on the tin hats 

Students listen intently as the veterans and Affiliates tell the story of Tobruk. Each presenter told 
the story from their point of view, capturing so many aspects of the Siege of Tobruk. 
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Our annual Christmas Luncheon will be held on 
 

 Sunday December 10
th

 2017  
 

Doors open at  
 

12.00 (noon) for 1.00pm start 
 

Where :- Tobruk House,  
 

44 Victoria Avenue, Albert Park. 
 

Cost per head is $35.00 per head for a two course dinner & desert. 
 We need to know how many are planning to attend, so please contact our  

Secretary Reg Lawrence to advise him if you’d like to come along,  
no later than Friday, 1/12/2017 

 

Reg can be contacted on 9560 8294 
 
Payments can be made by: (circle which method you are using) 
 
Cheque  Money Order  Cash  Electronic Funds Transfer 
 

If paying by cheque or money order, please make out to: Rats of Tobruk Association Inc. Victorian Branch 

 

Receipts will be available at the Christmas luncheon 

 

For Electonic Funds Transfer  

 

Name of account: Rats of Tobruk Association Inc. Victorian Branch 

BSB: 013223   AAccount number: 2102 51748 

 
 
For identification purposes 
quote your reference details -18 letter maximum I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__ I 
 
Eg: Christmas & your surname  
 
If your bank has a descriptor line, add this:        ROTA Christmas 2017 

2017 
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Our new merchandise item, the ROTA stubby holder is now available and in hot demand  
for Christmas presents to fill the Man Cave. 

 

The life and times of our veterans 
 

     You may have read the “life and times” of Tobruk House on page 6 of this edition 
     of THN, we are going to run a story of one of our veterans in each issue of THN.  
     Several veterans  have supplied their life story in 500-600 words with a couple of photos 
     of themselves during service and now. We’d like to  collect the “life & times” of each of our  
     living veterans in this initial phase and the stories of our past veterans in the future. If you or  
     your friends or relatives would like to put together your story, please forward it to the editor 
     of THN either by mail or email with a couple of clear photos.  
     Your photos will be scanned and returned to you. Members of our committee be happy to 
     visit  any veteran  to record his life story, please contact us to arrange a time. 
       We hope you enjoy this section and look forward to your comments. ED 

MEMORABILIA 
The committee would like to hear from anybody who has Rats of Tobruk memorabilia that they 
would like to either loan/ donate to us to display at Tobruk House.  
Please feel free to contact our Secretary Reg Lawrence and advise him of the item/s you have.   
The committee will look at the number of items and work out  where and how to store them. 
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Poppy scarf 

In a range of colours 
 

$15.00 each includes 
postage & handling 
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Poppy scarf $15 NA Inc in cost 
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       Rats of Tobruk Association Inc  -  Annual Subscription Payment Form 
 

 

2018 
 
Membership No:__________________ 
 
Name: ______    _________________________________    ________________________________ 
                 Title                Given Name (s)                                                                             Surname    
 
Contact Details: 
(Only complete if details have changed) 

 
Address:  ____________________________________    _________________________  ____________ 
                                                                                                                                         Suburb / State                                        Post Code 

 
Email:  ______________________ ___@______________________  Contact  Phone No: ___________________ 
                 Please Print  Clearly 

 
 

Payment Details: 
 

The 2018 Annual Membership Subscription is $30 and is due and payable on 1st January 2018. 
 

Please note that if payment is not received by 31st March 2018, your membership will be suspended. It is also pointed out that 
the Association’s rules state that a member is taken to have resigned if the member’s subscription is more than twelve months  in 
arrears. 
 
Payment must accompany this form. Payment can be made by cheque, money order, cash or electronic funds transfer (EFT).     
The Association does not have credit card facilities. If you are paying by EFT, it is important that you include a unique reference 
so that the payment can be matched to the members register. A suggested reference is your membership number and surname. 
 

Bank Account Details:    Account Name: Rats of Tobruk Association  BSB: 013 223  Account No:  2102 51748   

The EFT  'reference' I have used is:   I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I  

 

If you pay by EFT, you can scan this application and email it to:  ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com  This will ensure your application is 
processed promptly. 
 

A receipt will only be sent by mail if a stamped self addressed envelope is included with this form. Where you have an e-mail ad-
dress, a receipt will be sent electronically. 

Privacy Clause: 

Information requested in this application form is necessary for the association to determine your eligibility for membership,    
maintain the members register and to keep you informed about the association, its activities and products.  It will not be provided 
to third parties for direct marketing purposes.  As a member you have the right to inspect the members' register. 

Promotional Photos: 

 At the Association's functions, photo's may be taken for promotional purposes and publication in the Tobruk House Newsletter.   
By attending any of these functions you give permission for the use of your image in the manner described above. 

Association Rules: 

As a member of the Association, you agree to abide by the Association Rules and policies approved by the Committee of  

Management from time to time. 

 

Member's  Signature:___________________________________________  Date:____________________ 
                                                 
 

Contact Email:  ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com     Contact Phone No:  0434 693 190  

Please forward this application together with your payment of $30 to:- 
The Secretary of ROTA, Tobruk House, 44 Victoria Ave, Albert Park, Vic, 3206. 
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 Rats of Tobruk Association Inc  -  Application for Affiliate Membership 
 

 
 
Name: ______    _________________________________    ________________________________ 
                 Title                Given Name (s)                                                                             Surname    

 
Address:  ____________________________________    _________________________  ____________ 
                                                                                                                                         Suburb / State                                                      Post Code 

 
Email:  ______________________ ___@______________________  Contact  Phone No: ___________________ 
                 Please Print  Clearly 

 
Are you over 18 years of age: YES or N0      Are you or have you been a member of the Military Services:  YES or NO  
 
Are you a descendant / relative of a Rat of Tobruk: YES or NO         If yes please print his details below: 
 
_________________________________    ___________________________________    ____________     _____________ 
Given Name (s)                                                                    Surname                                                                                     Service ID                     Unit 

 
My relationship to the veteran is:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reason for wanting to join:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Payment Details: 
 

Payment of $60 ($30 Joining Fee plus $30 Annual Subscription) must accompany the application.  Payment can be made by 
cheque, money order, cash or electronic funds transfer (EFT).  The Association does not have credit card facilities.  If you are  pay-
ing by EFT, it is important that you include a unique reference so that the payment can be matched to the application.                A 
suggested reference is the letters 'NEW MBR' followed by your surname.  e.g.  'NEW MBR Cummings'. 
 

Bank Account Details:    Account Name: Rats of Tobruk Association  BSB: 013 223  Account No:  2102 51748   

The EFT  'reference' I have used is:   I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I  

If you pay by EFT, you can scan this application and email it to:  ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com  This will ensure your application is 
processed promptly. 
 

Privacy Clause: 

Information requested in this application form is necessary for the association to determine your eligibility for membership, main-
tain the members register and to keep you informed about the association, its activities and products.  It will not be         provided 
to third parties for direct marketing purposes.  As a member you have the right to inspect the members' register. 

Promotional Photos: 

 At the Association's functions, photo's may be taken for promotional purposes and publication in the Tobruk House Newsletter.   
By attending any of these functions you give permission for the use of your image in the manner described above. 

Annual Subscription: 

By joining the Association, you agree to pay the Annual Subscription when it falls due on the 1st January each year.  The amount of 
the Annual Subscription is set by the Committee of Management, prior to the start of each year. 

Association Rules: 

By joining the Association, you agree to abide by the Association Rules and policies approved by the Committee of Management 
from time to time. 

Applicant's  Signature:___________________________________________  Date:____________________ 
 
Membership Approval: ______________________________________  
                                                     Delegate of the Committee of Management 

 
Contact Email:  ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com     Contact Phone No:  0434 693 190  

Please forward this application together with your payment of $60 to:- 
The Secretary of ROTA, Tobruk House, 44 Victoria Ave, Albert Park, Vic, 3206. 
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  In accordance with the Association Rules (2017), at the 2018 Annual General  
  Meeting (AGM), all positions on the Committee of Management will be declared  
  vacant and elections held for these positions.   Nominations are sought to fill these 

 positions.  All nominations must be on this Nomination Form. 
 

 The following rules apply: 
 

 Only a member entitled to vote at general meetings (must be financial), is eligible for 
nomination. 

 Only a member, who has been a member of the Committee for the 12 month period 
prior to the AGM, is eligible for nomination for the positions of President,  

 Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

  An eligible member can nominate himself or herself; or with the member’s consent, 
be nominated by another member. 

 Completed nomination forms must reach the Returning Officer by 31 January 2018. 
(Completed forms can be sent by mail to Tobruk House, 44 Victoria Avenue,  

        Albert Park, Victoria, 3206 or electronically to ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com ) 

 The Committee has the discretion to reject a nomination, where the form is not  

 correctly completed. 

 A member can be nominated for more than one position. 
 

  I hereby nominate:_____________________________________________ 
       (eligible member’s name) 
  for the position of (please tick the applicable box (s)): 

   □ President 

    □ Vice-President 

    □ Secretary 

    □ Treasurer 

    □ Ordinary Committee Member 
 

Nominator’s Name:___________________________ Signature: ___________________Date:___________ 
  
Nominated Person’s Consent (only required where nominated by another member): 
 
 

 I, __________________________________________ accept this nomination. 
   (member’s name) 
 

 Signature:__________________________________  Date:____________________ 

Rats of Tobruk Association Inc 
Registration No: A0054511Y 

 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

Committee Members for 2018 
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Monthly Remembrance Services are held on 
the third Sunday of each month for units no 
longer able to make the  
pilgrimage to the Shrine. Monthly  
weekday memorial services commemorate 
specific units and their efforts in  
conflict and peacekeeping missions 

 

 
 
 

THE SOLDIERS’ XI Humour, Humanity 
and the Psychology of Modern Combat West 
Gallery Explore the conflicts in Timor, Iraq 
and Afghanistan from the unique perspec-
tive of cricket. Sergeant H has played cricket 
on eleven deployments with the Australian 
Army: to maintain team resilience, to build 
rapport with locals and to de-stress after 
combat. Cricket once even brought together 
allies and enemy. Visitors will discover 
eleven bats each telling a story about war in 
the 21st century. 
Now until April 2018 

 

 

DECEMBER 2017-2018 

Talks and events 
Bookings (BR) are essential either  
visit shrine.org.au/bookings or call  
03 9661 8100 to book 

Dear Laura 

Postcards from the front 
Now until 21 December 2017 

The Light Horsemen 

Now until 21 October 2018 


