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VALE
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
we will remember them.

LEST WE FORGET

The President and ROTA Inc. members wish to extend our condolences and deepest sympathy to
the families and friends of our departed comrades:
McEVOY, Lawrence Henry (Bill), SX11122, 2/48 Bn, February 2020, 96yrs
OXLEY, Harold Knightsbridge (Hal), OBE, VX80, 9 Div HQ, 8 March 2020, 103

Our thoughts and prayers are extended to all families at this sad time.

Rats of Tobruk Association Inc.
Secretary’s Report –
We can advise that all members of our 2019 committee except David Caple will be standing again in
2020. David will not be standing this year due to work commitments, but he has committed to
working with the committee as we plan the future direction of ROTA. We extend a sincere thank you
to David for his valuable support both in the past and into the future. Three new members (Graeme
Clifford, Christine Mulvaney & Tony Smith) have volunteered to join us for 2020. Thank-you very
much to each and every one of you who have put in so much time and effort to ensure the
continued success of ROTA, it is very much appreciated.
We are proud to announce the recipients of Honorary Life Memberships for 2020 are Bob Horton &
Margaret Burchill for their years of continued support & service to ROTA.
As we approach the 79th Anniversary of the Siege of Tobruk, and in light of the pandemic, the
Committee has made some important decisions regarding meetings in the foreseeable future. Please
read the Special Notice on the following page for details about these important changes.
We appreciate that these are difficult times, as advice is changing daily.
Don’t forget that flu shots are just around the corner and we understand that they will be available
in April. Please check with your local G.P.
There is a great amount of information in the daily news about the progress of the Coronavirus
(COVID-19). The government website has the most up-to-date advice.
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus or call the Coronavirus hotline 1800 675 398
There are many on our sick list at the moment and we wish them a speedy recovery and a return to
good health in the near future.
Thank-you again for your continued support.
We are always thinking of you.

Graham R Gibson
Graham Gibson, Secretary
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SPECIAL NOTICE
The Committee of ROTA has considered advice coming from the Department of Health & Human
Services regarding the Coronavirus - COVID-19.
At the time of writing we have decided that: •
•
•
•

The ROTA - AGM has been postponed. A new date will be set when considered safe.
Tobruk Sunday Commemorative Ceremony has been cancelled and will not be rescheduled
for this year.
Anzac Day at Tobruk House has been cancelled.
For the June General meeting, please ring 0432 232 502 nearer to the date to hear a
recorded message as to whether the meeting is on.

We appreciate that these are difficult times, as advice is changing daily.
We appreciate your patience & understanding as we have recommended the best outcome for each
event, in line with Australian Government guidelines.
The ROTA Committee has agreed to adopt the safest options at present to assist in reducing the
spread of the Corona virus – COVID-19 in our community.
Regards from Graham

Graham R Gibson
Secretary / Vice President

Anzac Day 2020
Tobruk House will NOT be
open on Anzac Day
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LOOKING FOR INFORMATION
Phil Kirkman has sent in photo of a drawing brought back from Tobruk by
his grandfather Sgt George Warry (QX10818, 24 Inf Brigade). George is
depicted in the drawing as the guy taking the flying leap. The drawing is
signed by ‘R B Edwards’. We would like to find out more information
regarding the artist. Who is he? Is this a one-off drawing or are there others?
There is only one ‘R B Edwards’ listed on our Honour Roll. He is Ralph Bosworth
Edwards (SX8593, 2/43 Bn). Is Ralph the artist? If you know anything about ‘R B
Edwards’, we would love to hear from you. Please send an email to ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com or
call 0432 232 502.
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LOOKING FOR INFORMATION continues…
Do you have any knowledge of the 2/1 & 2/2 Pioneers
history? If so, please contact our Secretary, Graham
Gibson.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
Can you recognise the photograph below? We believe it was taken in the late sixties or early
seventies and shows the grocery store that used to occupy the corner property next to Tobruk House
on the corner of Victoria Avenue and Moubray Street. From the signage it is fairly clear where the
profits lay! The photo was given to us via Committee member Ian Marr by our current neighbour
who has very generously offered to mount our new plaque on the front wall of Tobruk House.

CORONAVIRUS (COVID19) UPDATES
Your committee is always concerned with the health and well-being of all members, never more so than now.
Therefore, we will take the advice of the government and health professionals when it comes to deciding
whether it is prudent to cancel or postpone meetings and other events during this difficult time.
We are very conscious that a large majority of our members fall into the “At risk” category due to age and so
will be taking that into account with our decision making.
If a decision is made to cancel a meeting, we will advise members by email where possible. For those
members who do not have an email address registered with us please call our ROTA phone number
0432 232 502 for the latest advice. If the phone is not attended, a recorded message will inform you of any
cancellations.
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2019 FINANCIAL REPORT TO MEMBERS
2019 was a successful year with substantial capital improvements being
made to Tobruk House. Electrical wiring, lighting and gas heaters were all
replaced. New audio and vision systems were installed. There were also several
other safety improvements. This work has continued into the first part of 2020
with the hall’s parquetry floor being repaired and restored.
All these works have been funded by a combination of Victorian Government grants and some of our
cash reserves. The total capital improvement cost for the year was $32,000. Special thanks go to the
Department of Premier and Cabinet. These works would not have been possible without their
tremendous support. Thanks also to Glenda Garde and Graham Gibson who put in many hours
applying for the grants.
There was a consolidated deficit for the year of $8,235, as shown in the table below. However, after
adjusting for grants received and capital expenditure, there was an underlying surplus of just over
$6,000 from ordinary activities, a very pleasing result. Revenue from members fees was $16,470 up
20% from last year.
Donations were made to:
• Rats of Tobruk Association Neuroscience Fellowship Fund: $2,000
• Morwell Central Primary School (formerly Tobruk Street Primary School) for the annual ROTA
Achievement Awards: $1,000
• The Rats of Tobruk Memorial Pipes and Drums: $1,000
Patriotic Building Fund
Receipts (Operations): $ 1,124
Receipts (Grants):
Disbursements:
$13,601
Surplus / (Deficit):
($13,725)
Cash Reserves:
$67,337

ROTA Inc
$36,265
$17,585(1)
$49,608(2)
$ 4,242
$52,922(3)

Consolidated
$37,389
$17,585
$63,209
($8,235)

Note 1: Includes $7,000 grant to be spent in 2020.
Note 2: Includes $8,435 for capital improvements to hall taken from cash reserves.
Note 3: Includes $7,000 government grant to be spent in 2020.

There were 54 new Affiliate members for the year. At the end of the year there were 528 financial
Affiliate members.
The association remains in a strong financial position with very good cash reserves.
Mike Kiernan, Treasurer

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new members to ROTA:
Marlene Bingham

Terrence Gillam Ken Davies

Your membership helps to ensure the legacy of the Rats of Tobruk
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FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING REPORT
The February meeting took place as scheduled on Friday 27th. There was a much larger turnout than
usual because this was the first meeting held since Bob’s funeral. The normal meeting protocols
were moved through fairly quickly and the balance of the meeting was given over to tributes to Bob.
Firstly, we watched a special presentation of a collection of photos of Bob over the years set to some
of Bob’s favourite tunes from the war years. This was followed by individual memories from Donna
Aranyi, Glenda Garde, Mike Kiernan, Michael Potter, Alastair Davidson, Pierre Seillier (read by
Graham Gibson), Lambis Englezos, Lachlan Gaylard and Bruce Freeman.
Ken Butterworth played us a new composition written for the bagpipes in honour of Bob, and he
presented ROTA with the stock of Bob’s old 303 rifle which had been given to the Hawthorn Pipe
Band.
There were many laughs and quite a few tears.
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2019 RATS OF TOBRUK SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS AT MORWELL CENTRAL

Morwell Central Primary School Principal Mrs. Justine Smythe with scholarship winners Hayden van Loo and Tristan McGrath
and ROTA representative John Turner at the awards presentation in December 2019..

At the end of the 2019 school year, Morwell Central Primary School announced the winners of the
2019 Rats of Tobruk scholarships.
The winners were Hayden van Loo and Tristan McGrath. Both boys were selected by their teachers
for continually displaying the qualities that our mighty “Rats” displayed, ie. Never give in, mateship,
resilience and maintaining a sense of humour.
ROTA members Susan and John Turner presented the awards in front of a large school community
crowd. John gave the community an overview of ROTA, the award, and The Siege as well.
Congratulations to the two winners.
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TOBRUK SEIGE A SPECIALTY TOPIC FOR MASTERMIND CONTESTANT
Running for nearly 50 years in the UK, Mastermind is an addictive global phenomenon, originally
inspired by creator Bill Wright’s experiences of being interrogated by the Gestapo during World War
II and captured on screen by the use of a spotlight, black chair and rapid-fire questioning.
SBS program Celebrity Mastermind, was broadcast in February/March. Amongst the Australian
celebrities was comedian and radio & television star Merrick Watts. Merrick chose the Tobruk Siege
for his specialist topic.
He said: “I have always had an interest in war history, particularly because of my grandfather’s
service in two World Wars*. I like the story of The Rats of Tobruk because their story is one not just
of heroism and stoicism, it was their outwardly belligerent defiance to relinquish Tobruk to the
Germans that to me encapsulates so much of the Australian spirit.”
Unfortunately, Merrick didn’t score enough points to proceed to the final round.
*Merrick’s grandfather served in the Army, Navy and the Airforce over the two World Wars but was not a Rat of Tobruk

TELLING IT WITH PICTURES
It’s just as well that a picture tells a thousand words, for Lt John Rosel would never speak of the
frenzy of desert combat. He let his camera tell the story of his 2/24th Battalion’s odyssey from
northern Victoria to its costly blooding in the Siege.
Although he left no diaries, and letters to his
girlfriend Lorna did not survive, we’re fortunate that
the former Melbourne bank officer pencilled notes
on the rear of some photos---endearments, names,
places, some pithy comments. While his family
shared a handful of his 600-plus images with the
Australian War Memorial decades ago, the
approaching 80th anniversary of the Siege in 2021
inspired them to make additional photographs
more widely known in tribute to the Diggers.
(John Rosel and the mates who shared his camera
left a legacy of Australians in peace and war: in
training, exploring exotic lands, sheltering in
dugouts, digging, writing letters, eating fly-harassed
meals in the open desert…)
Complementing his story are never-beforepublished letters by Private Harry Frazer, bandsman
turned rifleman in John Rosel’s platoon. Harry’s
intimate, frank letters to his parents are among the
most moving human documents of the Siege.
These wartime images and recollections echo the
experience of millions: love of country, of
comrades, of man and woman, parents for children,
and children for parents.
The book launch which was to be at The Shrine has been cancelled due to the pandemic. We will
advise how you can obtain the book in a future issue of Tobruk House News.
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BAND NEWS
The Rats of Tobruk Memorial Pipes and Drums now enters its busy time of the year
with quite a number of playouts. These include:
Craigieburn C.F.A.Torchlight Parade
Tobruk Sunday Service
East Keilor R.S.L. ANZAC Service
Diamond Valley Relay for Life

Sunbury C.F.A. Torchlight Parade
ANZAC Day Parade
Banyule Festival

Some members also like to attend various Pipe Band competitions in Bendigo, Ballarat, Geelong and
Ringwood. For further information on the competitions visit http://www.pipebandsvic.com/calendar
I make an appeal to any readers of Tobruk House News, if you know of anybody, be they family or
acquaintances, who would be interested in learning the pipes or drums, please get in contact with
us. We practice on Thursdays, 7:30pm to 10:00pm at the Ivanhoe Diamond Valley Centre, 88
McNamara Street, Macleod. Our current members are not getting any younger, and like most Pipe
Bands, we are having difficulties attracting learners, in particular pipers. It is ideal for Pipers to
commence learning around the age of 12 onwards. Learner pipers are required to purchase a
practice chanter, and a small tuition fee is involved. For further information you can email me, Ken
Butterworth - tartanrat@gmail.com

Meet Our People
Piper Bruce Macfarlane is the son of Alfred Trevor
Macfarlane VX20684, 2/4th A.G.H. He joined the Band
as a learner piper not long after the Band was formed
in 1960, at the tender age of 12. He performed with
the Band at various playouts, competitions and Rats
Reunions. He travelled with the Band to Perth for the
dedication of the Tobruk Memorial in Kings Park. This
was when the Band was featured on ABC Television.
Unfortunately, a copy of that recording is no longer in
existence.
Bruce left the Band in 1969 to become an apprentice
Aircraft Engine Fitter in the Air Force. Stationed at
Sale - Victoria, then Williamstown - New South Wales,
Bruce worked on the Winjeel, DC3, Macchi Jet trainer,
and eventually the Mirage. From 1976-1978 he was
at the Butterworth Air Force base
in Malaysia, then Pearce in
Western Australia.
Bruce left the Air Force in 1993
with the rank of Warrant Officer.
He was then rehired as a civilian
contractor at Sale RAAF base. He
became a member of the Sale RSL
Pipe Band. He eventually moved
back to Melbourne and now lives
in Aspendale Gardens with his
wife Wendy.

Above: The Lone Piper, Bruce
MacFarlane plays ‘Donald Blue’ from the
Castle Battlement

Left: A young Bruce on the occasion of
his first engagement
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Re-joining the Band, Bruce has performed in the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo in Scotland in 1988,
1994, 1997, 2001 including the El Alamein trip, and 2008. Also Moscow 2007, Libya / Tobruk 2009,
China 2016, and the Royal Edinburgh Tattoo, in Sydney in 2010.
Bruce has also had the honour of being the Lone Piper one evening at the Royal Edinburgh Military
Tattoo in Scotland.
Piper Lindsay Burgess joined the Band in July 1967 as an
18-year-old. Like Bruce, he was involved in playouts
such as Moomba, Melbourne Cup, Royal Melbourne
Show, ANZAC Day parade, Tobruk Sunday, etc., along
with competitions and Rats engagements.
During his early stint in the Band, Lindsay held the rank
of Pipe Corporal and Pipe Sergeant.
Lindsay retired from the Band in 1983 taking a wellearned break to pursue other interests, but once again
hearing the Band in 2003 and the modern style of pipe
tunes, he got his mojo back so to speak, and re-joined.
Up until his retirement from work, Lindsay was Project
Manager for Australian Seating Systems and was
responsible for setting up the grandstands at the
Melbourne Grand Prix each year. He also travelled to
Singapore to oversee the seating for their inaugural
Grand Prix. Much to Lindsay’s horror, it was discovered
no soil density testing had taken place, which was no
good if you have a grandstand seating a couple of
Piper Lindsay Burgess
hundred people slowly sinking into the ground. Not to
worry, Lindsay soon got things up to speed and he still keeps in touch with some of the workers, and
they have also visited Lindsay and come along to Band practice.
Lindsay has travelled to the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo in 2005, Moscow and the Royal
Edinburgh Military Tattoo in Sydney 2010, Melbourne 2016 and Sydney 2019.
Lindsay and wife Julie have two daughters, Annette and Heather, one grandchild, and three great
grandchildren. He is one of our most conscientious members and rarely misses a playout or practice.
Piper Robert James Knox Semple B.E.M., O.A.M. – The Bob we knew.
Contrary to what some people may believe, Bob actually had no input in
the formation and early years of the Rats Band. We knew Bob, but his first
love for Pipe Bands was the Hawthorn City Pipe Band where he started as
a piper, then became Drum Major. At that time our only contact with Bob
was at competitions or major band engagements such as the parades for
Moomba, ANZAC Day, the Royal Melbourne Show and the Melbourne Cup.
In 1997 for the Bands’ third visit to the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo,
there were a couple of vacancies for pipers and Bob was invited to join the
Band. On arriving in Edinburgh, it was soon discovered that we had an
original ‘Rat of Tobruk’ in our ranks, and Bob became a firm favourite of
the Producer, Brigadier Melville Jamieson, and Hugh Cameron, the
Commandant of Redford Barracks.

Piper Bob Semple of the Rats of
Tobruk Memorial Pipes and Drums
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Bob slotted straight back in to barrack room life - with a bed
and wardrobe alternating down either side of the room – he
was soon at home. Bob would wake before 6:00am each
morning, then shower, shave and bed made (military style), he
would go for a walk around the barracks.
By the time the rest of us saw the light of day, Bob would be
sitting on the end of his bed polishing his shoes for that night’s
performance and waiting for the mess to open.
That year Bob also organised the (patented) Rats of Tobruk
clothesline in the barrack room, which consisted of a cord
strung from window to wardrobe to window, and so on. It was
a great way to dry our washing and not having to resort to the
communal drying rooms.
One of our female members thought this a great idea and set
up a piece of elastic from her third-floor window to the
opposite wall. However, on opening the window, this placed
too much strain on the elastic, and it promptly let go at the
wall, resulting in her underwear flying out the window. Should
have consulted Bob.
Bob travelled overseas with the Band to the Royal Edinburgh
Military Tattoo in 1997, 2001 and 2005, El Alamein in 2001, and
Moscow in 2007. When the Band was invited to Libya and
Acting Drum Major Bob Semple of the Rats of Tobruk in 2009, it was unfortunate that Bob took ill prior to our
Tobruk Memorial Pipes and Drums
departure and was unable to make the trip. One of our pipers,
Andrew McKay, laid a number of poppies on the gravestones of
some of Bob’s mates who paid the supreme sacrifice.
Bob was a regular at Band practice every week, and even had a
regular get together at his home in Essendon on a Tuesday.
Bob, and sister Margaret, would fortify everyone with scones,
cakes and tea or coffee before adjourning to Bob’s garage for
some chanter practice. These get togethers were dubbed “the
College of Knowledge”.
The Band committee also noted that whilst Bob had a British
Empire Medal award, he had no Australian one. The Band duly
submitted Bob for an Order of Australia Medal. Along with
corroborating letters from the late Reg Lawrence (Rats of
Tobruk Association) and Hawthorn Pipe Band, Bob deservedly
received his Order of Australia Medal.
Rest in Peace Bob. We will surely miss you.
Ken Butterworth,
on behalf of the Rats of Tobruk Memorial Pipes and Drums
Drum Major Bob Semple of the Hawthorn
Pipe Band
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A HEARTFELT LETTER OF APPRECIATION
Dear Members of the Rats of Tobruk Association,
From February 2019-2020 I had the privilege of being the Rats of Tobruk Paediatric Epilepsy Fellow at the
Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne. It has been a fantastic year for me, and I am extremely grateful to
the Rats of Tobruk Association for your generous support of this fellowship.
I grew up in a town of 5000 people in New Zealand and completed my medical degree at Auckland
University, later going to work at Starship Children’s Hospital in paediatrics. I have been interested in
pursuing training in paediatric neurology since I was in medical school, and so leapt at the chance to
work in a paediatric neurology role in Sydney from 2017-2019 (which was also kindly supported by
charitable organisations). In Sydney I developed an interest in epilepsy. Having this interest, I strongly
desired to work in Melbourne, particularly at the Royal Children’s Hospital, knowing that RCH is part of a
strong community of world leaders in the diagnosis, management and treatment of children and adults
with epilepsy.
During the fellowship this year I have gained invaluable clinical training in paediatric epilepsy and general
neurology. Drs Simon Harvey, Jeremy Freeman and Katherine Howell (a previous recipient of the ROTA
fellowship) have closely mentored me throughout the year allowing me to build on my skills in analysing
and reporting EEG and in clinical epilepsy. One of my great joys this year has been attending surgical
cases and learning how to perform electrocorticography (recording of brain during an operation to aid
the surgery). The RCH fellowship is unique in that there is a weekly opportunity to participate in surgical
cases. I have also had the opportunity to start gaining skills in advanced EEG methods such as intracranial
EEG.
Additionally during this year, I have continued research projects I
commenced in New Zealand and Sydney, and started a research
project at RCH. I presented my work at three conferences as oral
platform and poster presentations. My work was recognised by
winning the American Epilepsy Society Jack M Pellock Travel
Scholarship (one of the top submitted abstracts of >1300) in
December 2019, the prize for Best Poster presentation at the Epilepsy
Society of Australia in November 2019 and the prize for Best Platform
presentation at the Australia New Zealand Child Neurology Society in
September 2019. I have published one article from these research
projects and two other articles are under review.
For 2020 I have been lucky enough to receive further funding from the
UCB/Epilepsy Society of Australia to pursue a second year in
developing advanced clinical and research skills in paediatric epilepsy
at RCH. I will commence my PhD which will focus on examining
bottom-of-sulcus dysplasia and other small surgical lesions which
result in severe intractable epilepsy during childhood. The aim of the
Photo during my presentation on neonatal
seizures at the American Epilepsy Society
PhD is to better understand these lesions and develop tools to
in Baltimore, December 2020.
improve our ability to diagnose and treat them.
The Rats of Tobruk fellowship has provided me with exceptional clinical training, research opportunities
and friendships. I cannot overstate my thanks to all of the members of the Rats of Tobruk and intend to
continue building on this skills and experience that this fellowship year has provided me.
Yours sincerely

Dr Emma Macdonald-Laurs MBChB, FRACP, Dip Paeds
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RATS OF TOBRUK NEUROSCIENCE FELLOWSHIP FUND
If you would like to make a donation, you can send a cheque or money order
made out to the ‘ROTA Neuroscience Fellowship Fund’, to the RCH Foundation,
Level 2, 48 Flemington Road, Parkville, Victoria, 3052. Please include your name
and address so that a tax receipt can be sent to you.
Adding a gift in your Will is another way to ensure the continuation of the Fellowship. To learn more,
or most importantly, to let the foundation know of your intention, please contact
Jessica Frean, Planned Giving, RCH Foundation (03 9345 6389 or email: Jessica.frean@rch.org.au)

BOB SEMPLE MEMORIAL SERVICE DVD
We have a limited number of copies of the special
DVD of Bob Semple’s memorial service which was
held at Scots Church in Melbourne.
This beautiful video tribute to a special Rat covers
the entire service from start to finish and runs for
approximately 2 hours 45 minutes.
The production of these DVDs has been funded
by a generous grant from Bob’s estate and so the
entire purchase price will go to the Rats of Tobruk
Neuroscience Fellowship Fund.
The price of the DVD is $15 and the postage is $5
if required. For details please see the
Merchandise Order form in this issue.
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Rats of Tobruk Association Inc - Annual scription Payment Form
Please forward this form together with payment of $30 to:
The Secretary of ROTA, Tobruk House, 44 Victoria Ave, Albert Park, Vic, 3206.

2020
Membership No: …………………………………………………………………………
Name: ………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Title

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Given Name(s)

Surname

Contact Details:
(Only complete if details have changed)
Address:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Suburb / State

…………………………………

Post Code

Email: .................................................................................................................... @..................................................................................... Contact Phone No:…………………………………………………………………
Please Print Clearly

Payment Details:

The 2020 Annual Membership Subscription is $30 and is due and payable on 1 January 2020.
Please note that if payment is not received by 31 March 2020, your membership will be suspended. It is also pointed
out that the Association’s rules state that a member is taken to have resigned if the member’s subscription is more than
twelve months in arrears.
Payment must accompany this form. Payment can be made by cheque, money order, cash or electronic funds transfer
(EFT). The Association does not have credit card facilities. If you are paying by EFT, it is important that you include a
unique reference so that the payment can be matched to the members register. A suggested reference is your
membership no and surname.
Bank Account Details: Account Name: Rats of Tobruk Association BSB: 013 223 Account No: 2102 51748
The EFT 'reference' I have used is:

I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I
If you pay by EFT, you can scan this form and email it to: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com
A receipt will only be sent by mail if a stamped self-addressed envelope is included with this form. Where you have an email address, a receipt will be sent electronically.
Privacy Clause:
Information requested in this form is necessary for the association to maintain the members register and to keep you
informed about the association, its activities and products. It will not be provided to third parties for direct marketing
purposes. As a member you have the right to inspect the members' register.
Promotional Photos:
At the Association's functions, photo's may be taken for promotional purposes and publication in the Tobruk House News.
By attending any of these functions you give permission for the use of your image in the manner described above.
Association Rules:
As a member of the Association, you agree to abide by the Association Rules and policies approved by the Committee of
Management from time to time. These are available on the Association’s website www.ratsoftobrukassociation.org.au
Member’s Signature: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Date: ………………………………………………………………………………………
Contact Email: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com

Contact Phone No: 0434 693 190
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Rats of Tobruk Association Inc - Application for Affiliate Membership
Please forward this application together with payment of $60 to:
The Secretary of ROTA, Tobruk House, 44 Victoria Ave, Albert Park, Vic, 3206.

Name: …………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Title

Surname

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Email:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Given Name (s)

.......................................................................................................

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………

Suburb / State

Post Code

@................................................................................... Contact Phone No: ………………………………………………………………………………

Please Print Clearly

Are you over 18 years of age: YES or N0 Are you or have you been a member of the Military Services: YES or NO
Are you a descendant / relative of a Rat of Tobruk: YES or NO
If yes please print his details below:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. ……………………………………………………….. ……………………………………………..

Given Name (s)

Surname

Service ID

Unit

My relationship to the veteran is: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Reason for wanting to join: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Payment Details:
Payment of $60 ($30 Joining Fee plus $30 Annual Subscription) must accompany the application. Payment can be made
by cheque, money order, cash or electronic funds transfer (EFT). The Association does not have credit card facilities. If
you are paying by EFT, it is important that you include a unique reference so that the payment can be matched to the
application. A suggested reference is the letters 'NEW MBR' followed by your surname. e.g. 'NEW MBR Cummings'.
Bank Account Details: Account Name: Rats of Tobruk Association BSB: 013 223 Account No: 2102 51748
The EFT 'reference' I have used is:

I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I
If you pay by EFT, you can scan this application and email it to: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com This will ensure your
application is processed promptly.
Privacy Clause:
Information requested in this application form is necessary for the association to determine your eligibility for
membership, maintain the members register and to keep you informed about the association, its activities and products.
It will not be provided to third parties for direct marketing purposes. As a member you have the right to inspect the
members' register.
Promotional Photos:
At the Association's functions, photo's may be taken for promotional purposes and publication in the Tobruk House News.
By attending any of these functions you give permission for the use of your image in the manner described above.
Annual Subscription:
By joining the Association, you agree to pay the Annual Subscription when it falls due on the 1st January each year. The
amount of the Annual Subscription is set by the Committee of Management, prior to the start of each year.
Association Rules:
By joining the Association, you agree to abide by the Association Rules and policies approved by the Committee of
Management from time to time. These are available on the Association’s website www.ratsoftobrukassociation.org.au
Applicant's Signature: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Date: …………………………………………………………………………

Membership Approval: …………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………….
Delegate of the Committee of Management

Contact Email: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com

Contact Phone No: 0434 693 190
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Rats of Tobruk Association (ROTA) Merchandise
Friend’s Bumper
Sticker
Size: 65 mm dia

Friend’s Stubby Holder
Can also be used as
unique pen / pencil caddy

$9.00 each

$2.00 each plus $1 postage
Special: 6 for $10 inc postage

plus $8 postage for single item
or $10 postage for up to 6.

Rats of Tobruk Cap

ROTA Rugby Top

Navy Blue – Baseball Style

Sizes: S , M , L , XL

$20.00 each

plus $12 postage and handling

$40.00 each

plus $12 postage and handling

ROTA Polo Shirt

ROTA Apron

Sizes: S , M , L , XL

Cotton, Black, with Pocket
85 cm x 110 cm

$35.00 each

plus $12 postage and handling

Siege Map Mouse Pad
23.5 cm x 19.5 cm

$15.00 each

plus $2 postage and handling

$55.00 each

plus $8 postage and handling

Siege Map T Shirt
100% cotton, classic loose fit
Sizes: S , M , L , XL, XXL

$22.00 each

plus $10 postage and handling

Friend’s Lapel Badge

Rats of Tobruk CD

Size: 25mm dia

Sung by John Turner
The Rats of Tobruk
No Surrender

$5.00 each

plus $3.00 postage (up to 5 badges)

$15.00 each

including postage & handling

Ladies Poppy Scarf

Rats of Tobruk Plaque

(light weight)
Colours: Grey, White, Bright
Blue, Dark Navy Blue

with ‘No Surrender’ scroll
15 cm x 20 cm
on Rosewood base

$15.00 each

$95.00 each

plus $8 postage and handling

plus $15 postage and handling

ROTA Winter Scarf

Tobruk Siege Map Poster

100% Acrylic
21 cm x 136 cm

59 cm x 42 cm (A2)

$35.00 each

plus $8 postage and handling

$20.00 each

plus $12 postage and handling

18

The Rats of Tobruk Association Inc
Merchandise Order Form
Date: ___/___/___
Item

Cost Quantity
per
Item

Size
S,M,L,
XL,XXL

Postage
Yes/No

Postage

$15

NA

$5

75th Anniversary Mug (1 mug)

$18

NA

$8 for 1 mug

75th Anniversary Mug (up to 4)

$18

NA

$12, up to 4

Friend’s Bumper Sticker (6)
pack)
Friend’s Stubby Holder

$10

NA

Inc in cost

$9

NA

ROTA “baseball” style cap

$20

NA

$10 (up to
6)
$12

A Friend of the Rats lapel badge

$5

NA

$3 (up to 5)

ROTA (rosewood) plaque

$95

NA

$15

ROTA tie (clip type only available)

$30

NA

$5

ROTA Apron

$55

NA

$10

A2 Tobruk Siege poster

$20

NA

$12

ROTA rugby top

$40

$12

ROTA polo shirt

$35

$12

ROTA CD The Rats of Tobruk

$15

Siege Map T Shirt

$22

Ladies Poppy Scarf (light weight)

$15

When purchasing multiple items excluding the Tobruk Siege poster, postage
is charged only on the item with the highest postage rate. If a Tobruk Siege
poster is included in the items purchased, add an additional $12 postage.

(Colour)

Sent
(office use
only)

Bob Semple Memorial DVD

NA
NA

Total

Inc in cost
$10
$8

Total amount to be paid:

$

Payment must accompany this form. Payment can be made by cheque, money order, cash or electronic funds transfer
(EFT). The Association does not have credit card facilities. If you are paying by EFT, it is important that you include a
unique reference for example the letters ‘MERCH’ followed by your surname.

Bank Account Details: Account Name: Rats of Tobruk Association BSB: 013 223 Account No: 2102 51748
The EFT 'reference' I have used is:

I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I
Delivery times will vary, depending on available stock. Clothing items could take up to 4 weeks from receipt of order. The Rosewood
Plaque could take up to 6 weeks.

Purchaser’s Name:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Contact Phone No:……………………………………………………………………..
(Please Print)

Email Address:.....................................................................................................................................................................@.......................................................................................................................................................
Delivery Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Suburb:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… State:………………………………………………….. Postcode:…………………………………………………
Please forward completed form to: ‘Merchandise Officer, ROTA, 44 Victoria Av, Albert Park, Vic, 3206.

If you pay by EFT, you can scan this form and email to: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com
All enquires to the Merchandise Officer (Graham Clifford) email: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com Phone: 0418 882 323
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THE KOREAN WAR, 1950-53 until Mar 2020

The conflict between North and South Korea claimed
three million lives including 339 Australians. This
exhibition explains the war’s origins, why Australia got
involved, why neither side could win and why this conflict
remains unresolved to this day.

THROUGH THE EYES OF THE SON

Photographer, John Williams (1933-2016), left an impressive
intellectual and creative legacy that reflected his passion and
preoccupation with the impact of the First World War on
Australian culture and society. Inspired by his father’s service,
John’s war related imagery provides perceptive reflection that
will leave a lasting impression.

CHANGED FOREVER

LAST POST – Every Sunday at 4.45PM

The Last Post Service is another reason to make a family visit to
the Shrine on Sunday afternoons. This new moving ceremony
features a piper, bugler and Shrine Guard in historic uniform.

Stories of migrants who have resettled in Australia from
war-torn countries are presented beside those of recent
veterans of overseas service in the Australian Defence
Force. This moving exhibition explores the impacts of global
and civil conflict in changing lives and shaping contemporary
20
Australia.

