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VALE
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
we will remember them.

LEST WE FORGET
The President and ROTA Inc. members wish to extend our condolences and deepest sympathy to
the families and friends of our departed comrades:
MUNRO, Betty May, Affiliate Member, 3 March 2020, 96 yrs
WILLING, Murray Ridgeway, SX2079, 2/10 Bn, 6 April 2020, 101 yrs
EVANS, Joyce Kathleen, Affiliate Member, widow of SX4626 Bert Evans, 5 May 2020, 102 yrs
MCDONALD, Peter James, Affiliate Member, 12 May 2020

Our thoughts and prayers are extended to all families at this sad time.

Rats of Tobruk Association Inc.
President’s Report –
We are facing unprecedented times as we work with the advice from the Chief Medical Officer of
Australia and our own State Government’s restrictions brought on by the spread of COVID-19.
Regrettably Tobruk Sunday and Anzac Day at Tobruk House were cancelled but I have been
overwhelmed by our members who supported the ‘Front Gate- Dawn Service’ this year. In typical
Aussie spirit many of you rose at 5.30am and watched the service on Channel 2 and then moved
outside at 6.00am for the playing of the Last Post then bowing your head in a minute of silence.
Many pipers also played as lone pipers, a sound that resonated across suburbs and valleys
throughout Australia. A commemoration of Anzac Day that will be remembered by all who took part.
We have recently been informed by Robin Scott, the Victorian Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, that we
have been successful in receiving a grant to commemorate the 75thanniversary of the end of WW2.
The committee is currently planning for an open weekend to be held at Tobruk House later in the
year, but at the time of writing, we cannot yet confirm the date or give you any details. We would
like to sincerely thank Martin Foley MLA for Albert Park, Cr. Marcus Pearl of Port Phillip Council and
Dr Zdzislaw Derwinski, from the Polish Museum and Archives, who contributed supporting letters for
our successful application.
I must complement our editor Stuart Tolliday and Glenda Garde for their work in putting together
the Tobruk House Truth to deliver short stories and helpful hints during our period of isolation. The
idea was taken from the Siege of Tobruk when a daily newsletter called ‘Tobruk Truth’ gave our
servicemen regular accurate news from all corners of the world. It became a most sought-after read
to accurately inform and help distract them from the daily conditions that they were experiencing.
We appreciate that these are difficult times, as advice is changing daily.
There are many on our sick list at the moment (none that we know with COVID-19) and we wish
them a speedy recovery and a return to good health in the near future.
Thank-you once again for your continued support, it is greatly appreciated.
Graham Gibson, President
Please remember to ring 0432 232 502 if you would like more information about any subject
mentioned in this edition of Tobruk House News.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT PREPARED FOR THE AGM
Given the passing of our President Bob Semple earlier in the year, I have prepared the following
report which was to be tabled at the AGM in March. – Graham Gibson, President
During the year, again, many special people were lost to us including: Nance Ormsby, Keith Clarkson, Petr Jarabkowski, Reginald Ballard & our President Bob Semple- all
very sadly missed. In total 18 veterans passed away during this year.
2019 Events:
At our 2019 AGM we presented an Honorary Life Membership to David Bullard OAM for legal
services provided to ROTA over a number of years. Thank you, David, for all your generous support
and advice over the years, it has been very much appreciated.
The 78th Anniversary of the start of the Siege of Tobruk - Tobruk Sunday, was held at Tobruk Park
and Tobruk House on April 14. It was very successful, with the Rats of Tobruk Pipes and Drums and
about 80 people in attendance. Once again, it was good to see our neighbours joining in the crowd.
An Anzac Day luncheon was held at Tobruk House with 120 people attending. On the day, our
President Bob Semple addressed the MCG luncheon and then tossed the coin to open the Anzac Day
football match, a moment he enjoyed immensely. This topped off a very busy round of events for
Bob in his 99th year.
In May, Bob’s family threw him a private party at Tobruk House with many tributes coming in from
all corners of the world.
In June representatives of the ROTA Committee, with veterans Bob Semple & Hautrie Crick, attended
a special memorial candle-lit dinner in the Sergeants’ Mess at Tobruk Barracks Puckapunyal. We
were addressed by the Honourable Ted Baillieu. This will become an annual event.
One of our most regular attendees at Tobruk House meetings, Alf Jackson celebrated his 100 years in
style with family and friends and, of course, his birthday card from Queen Elizabeth II.
The Polish Carpathian Brigade service was held at Shrine of Remembrance, commemorating the 78th
Anniversary of their landing in Tobruk to relieve the 2nd AIF. There were many in attendance and
several of our members participated in the service.
A Polish Exhibition was held at Tobruk House on August 17. The special guest speaker was Dr Mary
Calwell, the daughter of Arthur Calwell (former Minister for Immigration). The exhibition followed
the migration of Polish Rats of Tobruk to Australia to assist with the building of the Tasmanian and
Snowy Mountain Hydro Schemes.
In October Warrandyte PS again visited Tobruk House & it was a great day with 40 children working
at tables with veterans and our helpers. Bob presented a Tobruk Fig Tree to the school for their
Memorial Garden. Students wrote reports for the annual ROTA prize. Heather MacFarlane graded
them and presented the annual prize in December at the School's Award night.
The ROTA Committee approved a “Child Safety & Commitment Policy to Visiting Children”.
Bob Semple was honoured when he was asked to recite the Ode at the new Last Post Ceremony at
the Shrine of Remembrance. This ceremony will now be held each Sunday at 16.45.
A generous grant of $8000 was received from the Department of the Premier and Cabinet Veterans
Grants program to repair and rejuvenate the parquetry floor at Tobruk House. The renovation of the
floor was completed in January and looks wonderful. The grant included the installation of a fire
detection system & emergency EXIT signs. Safety rails were installed in all the toilets.
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John Turner presented a Cheque for $1000 & a Fig Tree to Morwell Central Primary School on behalf
of ROTA. The $1000 was split between two students who showed great determination against
adverse conditions during the year. (The fig tree was cultivated came from a cutting from the original
fig tree at Tobruk which is estimated to be 194 years old and is still alive.)
Major Michael Carroll from the Tobruk Barracks at Puckapunyal wrote a book of poetry called
Brothers in Arms; one poem was called the Rats of Tobruk which he read at our November General
meeting. It was a very moving tribute to our veterans.
In early December we visited the Royal Children’s Hospital for the 10th annual morning tea to present
the 2020 ROTA Neuroscience Award. This year’s recipient was, Emma Mc Donald-Laurs and she was
also granted honorary member ship of ROTA. Many members of ROTA and many members of the
Neuroscience faculty at the Royal Children’s Hospital including several previous Fellows enjoyed a
light lunch and social get together.
The campaign initiated by Bob Semple to secure the long-term future of the ROTA Neuroscience
Fellowship has raised $332 000 to date. (This is 2/3rds of our target of $500 000.)
At our Christmas Party- approx. 80 members and their families attended. A great atmosphere filled
Tobruk House and a warm festive spirit ran through the day. Our THN editor Stuart Tolliday
presented an audio-visual reflection on the year just past, and John Turner, with Stuart’s video
accompaniment, gave a moving rendition of John’s song The Rats of Tobruk with everyone singing
along. A silent auction for a ‘Week-end Escape’ raised $250 for the RCH Fellowship Fund, with thanks
to Tony Codd for his generous donation.
The 2020 Honorary Life Memberships were awarded to Bob Horton & Margaret Burchall for their
services rendered to ROTA over many years.
Sadly, as previously mentioned, our President Bob Semple passed away in January 2020, a true
gentleman who will be missed by all who knew him. His funeral was held at Scots Church and was a
magnificent tribute to a man who was loved and respected by so many people.
Thanks to the initiative of Glenda Garde and Ian Marr, a medal cabinet is currently being prepared by
the Albert Park Men’s Shed to display medals from Rats of Tobruk who have no family to pass them
on to. We hope to have the cabinet installed by the time we are next able to host a meeting.
April 2021 will see the 80th Anniversary of the Siege of Tobruk. We have begun planning for this.
The association will be commemorating the event in a number of ways including a very special
Tobruk Sunday commemoration which will be held on 11th April 2021. Hopefully as many members
as possible will attend this event. Put it in your diary now.
Finally, I would like to say a very big thank-you to our committee and to those who have
generously supported us over the year, especially in the catering and events areas. We could not
run this organisation without your generous support and time. Our Association could not operate
without these members pitching in and giving a hand at each event we run.
THANK-YOU ONE and ALL.
Graham Gibson
President
Rats of Tobruk Association Inc.

80th Anniversary of the Tobruk Siege
Tobruk Sunday April 11 2021
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YOUR NEW COMMITTEE FOR 2020
Following the extraordinary committee meeting held (by teleconference) in place of the postponed
AGM, we are pleased to announce the 2020 committee members and, where relevant, their
connection to the Rats of Tobruk. This is the first year in the history of the organisation that we do
not have any original Rats on the committee, but there is still a very strong connection to the original
members and a total commitment to promoting their legacy.

VX34385
President
William
‘Hoot’ Gibson
Graham Gibson
7thDiv AASC

VX25453
THN Editor
Stuart Tolliday William (Bill) Tolliday,
2/32 Battalion.

Bob Horton
Life Member

Christine
Mulvany

Vice President
& Treasurer
Mike Kiernan

Hall Keeper
Tony Codd

Heather
Macfarlane

VX37932
David Frank Taylor,
2/3 LAA

VX40843 Ernest
William Kiernan,
2/23 Battalion.

841126 (British Army)
Albert Leslie Codd,
Royal Corp Signals

VX 20684 Alfred Trevor
(Mac) Macfarlane
2/4 AGH

Karolina
Sevcikova

VX44418
Donald George Wells,
2/4 AGH

Secretary
Glenda Garde

VX20578 Neil
Crosland Barrie, 2/5
Field Ambulance.

Merchandise VX40843 Robert James
Knox (Bob) Semple,
Controller
Graeme Clifford 2/12 Field Regiment

Ian Marr

Tony Smith

VX17749
Norman Marr
2/4 AGH.

NX16749
Robert Ernest Smith,
2/4 Fd Coy
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
This issue of the Tobruk House News carries a number of stories that also appeared in the Tobruk
House Truth. As ANZAC Day has now passed and we are heading towards a quiet winter the ‘Truth’
has been discontinued and the THN will again be our main form of communication.

LOOKING FOR INFORMATION (1)
We have received the following request from Kaye Lee. Kaye’s father was in the
2/48th Battalion. Kaye was previously involved in an interesting project returning
photos to descendants of soldiers her now deceased mother wrote to during the
war. This time she is looking for descendants or relatives of those who served in
the 2/48th and 2/43rdBattalions.
She writes “With the 80th Anniversary of the siege coming up next
year, it would be special to have a compilation of the lives of these ‘ordinary’
men who ended up being with an extraordinary group. The 2/48th was the most highly
decorated but decimated group. I would like photos, obviously but also stories of what
these men did prior to enlistment, where they came from, details of their families etc. Also
when/if they returned, what they then did. Most of these would be from SA and probably
country regions I suspect. My Dad was in the 2/48th Sgt Bryan Holmes and his number was
SX8133.
Ideally, I would love to publish a book if I can get the majority of stories about the Rats in these Battalions. It
would be perfect to have this ready for the 80th Anniversary of the Siege. With descendants’ permission, it
would also be good for the stories to be on the RSL Virtual Memorial. Realistically, it depends on how many
descendants or relatives respond.”

LOOKING FOR INFORMATION (2)
We received a request from Kieran McCormack who saw a tunic for sale and felt it should belong to
the family of its original owner. Kieran is a current serving member with the 2nd Cavalry Regiment
and he wishes to one day present this tunic back to the family. He writes:
G’day mate, I was wondering if I could have your assistance in helping me
relocate an original ww2 tunic to its family?
All the information I have about it is - Epaulet with slots for Capt. rank 3 pips. (This tunic has the rank of
lieutenant so could indicate he was possibly demoted)?
- 2/2nd infantry battalion colour patches (at some stage it has had a
Dimond shape colour patch sown on before the 2/2nd colour patch).
- ww1 ribbons being; the British war medal and the victory medal.
- ww2 ribbons being; the 1945 war star, desert star and
the pacific star.
- On the collar it has the letters ‘TA’ very distinct.
Apart from that there is no other form of identification.
It would mean a great deal to me to return this tunic to
the family.
I understand if you can’t help me with this, but I am
running out of options.
Thankyou in advance,
Kind regards, Kieran McCormack
If you can help either Kaye or Kieran in their search, please contact the ROTA Secretary.
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ROTA NOW ON FACEBOOK
We are very pleased to announce that the Rats of Tobruk
Association now has a presence on Facebook. The idea of
being on Facebook has been tossed around for some time. It
is, after all the most commonly used social media platform in
the 50+ years demographic. However, like all methods of
communication, it requires management and your
committee already carries quite a heavy load.
We were therefore both excited and grateful when one of
our newest (and youngest) members, Lachlan Gaylard,
volunteered to manage this project. Lachlan came to be
involved with the Rats by meeting Bob Semple through the
writing of his book on second world war veterans. He was
then introduced to the remaining Victorian Rats. Bob also
tasked him to try and reach out and reconnect with some of
the 'missing' Rats who hadn't been involved in the
association and Lachlan has been documenting their stories.
We hope to feature some of those stories in future issues
Committee member Graeme Clifford will assist Lachlan. At
this stage we still see the Tobruk House News as the primary
method of communication for our members, but we hope
that our Facebook page will help to raise interest and
awareness in the wider community.
We encourage you to check out our Facebook presence and please send constructive feedback and
suggestions as we develop this new ‘face’ to the wider community.

BOB’S 100TH BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY
Bob Semple’s 100th birthday anniversary was on May 4 and many people sent tributes to his family.
His nephew Graeme Clifford reminds us of three of Bob’s favourite sayings:
-Listen here, "hasten slowly".
-We have noted your work, we will recommend you for promotion, with no pay increase.
-The Bombers are young. I believe 2 more seasons until a premiership. (used since the 90’s)
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
This is another page from the Tobruk Truth continuing from the last issue. There are a couple of
good stories on this page but of particular interest is the cartoon from the Melbourne Herald
picturing Tobruk as a “stumbling block” to the German advance – a very appropriate analogy.
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TOBRUK HOUSE PLAQUE INSTALLED
Many of you will know of the project to put a plaque on the front of Tobruk House. The idea came
from an awareness that almost every time the doors are open, someone comes in and starts asking
questions about the hall and its purpose and contents. But what if there is no-one present?
The committee went through an exhaustive process deciding what the wording of the plaque should
be, and of course the size and type of plaque. Once all these decisions were made (a process that
took more than a year!) the plaque was commissioned by Committee Member Ian Marr, and our
neighbour Stan Harris, who lives on the corner in what was the old grocery store, kindly arranged the
installation through his business, which just happens to involve memorial plaques and headstones.
It’s on the left of the doorway, nicely balanced with our letterbox.
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GENERAL MEETINGS IN THE TIME OF COVID-19 UPDATE
Due to the physical distancing rules and restriction on numbers who can attend meetings, there will
be no June General Meeting at Tobruk House.
Consumer Affairs Victoria has granted us an extension of time to hold our Annual General Meeting;
it will now be held on Friday 28th August. We have two options available to us, either a physical
meeting at Tobruk House on the day or a video conference using the Zoom platform to hold the
meeting. The ROTA Committee will make an Executive decision at the end of July and advise all
members in line with the Rules of Association as approved by the Consumer Affairs of Victoria.
As always, we will take the advice of the government and health professionals when it comes to
deciding whether it is prudent to cancel or postpone meetings and other events during this difficult
time.
Once a decision is made, we will advise members by email where possible. For those members who
do not have an email address registered with us please call our ROTA phone number 0432 232 502
for the latest advice. If the phone is not attended, a recorded message will inform you of any
meeting scheduled.

SBS CELEBRITY MASTERMIND ENCORE
A number of readers have asked for more information about Merrick Watts’ performance on
Celebrity Mastermind (see page 10 of the April 2020 issue of THN) – specifically what were the
questions? So, here are the eleven questions that were put to Merrick. See if you know the answers.
(They can be found on page X)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Who was the Australian officer in charge of the Allied Garrison that was responsible for
holding Tobruk?
What does the German word “Sonnenblume” mean?
What was William Joyce’s nickname?
From what country did the soldiers of the Carpathian Brigade originate?
Who was the Italian General know colloquially as “electric whiskers” who commanded
the garrison at Bardia in the prelude to the siege?
What was the name of the respected German General known as “the Desert Fox”?
What was the number allocated to the point Ras el Madaur?
The El Adem crossroads were known to the Allies by what name?
Who did Churchill send as a replacement for General Wavell?
The group of the supply ships from the Royal Navy that serviced Tobruk during the siege
were known by what name?
Italy’s 132 Armoured Division was also known by which Italian word?

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new members to ROTA:
Robert McMartin Glenys Munro Alan Stephens Josie Hammond Hayley Curtis
Lillian Bond Jade Bond Paul Daley Des Brigg David McPhee Tracey Grubb

Your membership helps to ensure the legacy of the Rats of Tobruk
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‘SHOOTING THROUGH’ AT TOBRUK HOUSE
Recently, we were approached by
historian Katrina Kittel for permission to
use Tobruk House for the launch of her
latest book, ‘Shooting Through’, which
tells the little-known story of POWs
captured in North Africa in 1941.
Katrina’s father was one such POW. Colin
Booth, a gunner in the 3rd Anti-Tank
Regiment, turns out to have kept notes
during the four weeks between his
escape and arrival in Switzerland in
October 1943.
The scribbled names and addresses,
clustered in the margins of a small
notebook given to POWs in Italy as a gift
from Pope Pius XII, led her to several
people in Italy who helped him along the
way.
On a Saturday afternoon in February,
about 60 people, primarily descendants,
attended to hear Katrina and her panel of
experts discuss the experiences of the
POWs who escaped Camp 106 after the
Italian Armistice in 1943.
After the discussion, the families present
were able to join in an afternoon tea
provided by the ROTA ‘catering corps’.
Drawing on first-hand accounts and
archival records, ‘Shooting Through’ is a
beautifully crafted book, which ‘tells a tale
of captivity, survival and escape, shining a
light on the oft-neglected experiences of
Australian POWs in Italy.’
Some of these men were, of course, Rats
of Tobruk. At its heart, the book highlights
a unique shared history between
Australian escapers and the Italians who
risked severe retributions to host and
guide the POWs.
It is an excellent read! The book is
available to purchase for $35.00 plus
postage. For more information you can
contact Katrina directly at katrinakittel9@gmail.com OR contact our Merchandise Officer (Graeme
Clifford) on email: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com Ph: 0418 882 323
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ANZAC DAY 2020

Anzac Day 2020 was a very different event due to the restrictions of the COVID-19 pandemic. Many
of us took up the idea of holding a personal vigil in our driveways, verandas and balconies. The
service at the Canberra War Memorial was broadcast live from 5.30 am on television and radio, and
people listened to the Last Post being played by local musicians of all ages on many different
instruments. While it was not the same as the traditional service and march, most people found it
was a very moving experience.
In some places whole streets turned out in their respective driveways and in others it was just one or
two people standing in the pre-dawn darkness.

In Alice Springs a cavalcade of cars drove past 97-year-old Rat of Tobruk Sidney Kinsman and his wife
at 11am to pay their respects. New Zealand’s oldest man, and WWII soldier, 108-year-old Ron
Hermanns stood in his driveway in Christchurch to remember his mates. Ron still rides his bike to the
supermarket and attributes his long life to never having married!
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ANZAC TRIBUTE AT TOBRUK RESERVE
Although we were unable to hold our usual Anzac Day
activities, our local councillor Marcus Pearl took the
time to lay this beautiful wreath at the Tobruk Reserve
opposite Tobruk House.

DAILY TELEGRAPH STUDENT LETTERS
In the lead-up to this year’s very different Anzac Day,
Sydney newspaper the Daily Telegraph ran a campaign
asking school children to write a letter to a veteran.
Many of these letters were received and published. One
such beautifully written example was sent to us for
inclusion in the Tobruk House News:
Dear Editor,
My name is Victoria and I am currently a year 8 student. I decided to write a letter to
the veterans because I am a firm believer in the fact that their valour and dedication
should always be celebrated no matter what. I really hope that you could help pass this
on since I think it is a great way to show them our support.
Sincerely,
Victoria Li
Year 8 Franklin Gold

ABBOTSLEIGH
Dear Veteran,
Firstly, I would like to say a massive ‘thank you’ for your service and sacrifice because
they are the reasons that we are able to live in such peace and prosperity today. Our
happiness and safety that we take for granted will always be on the back of the many
hardships that you had undergone.
Normally, Anzac Day is all about your valour as we gather throughout Australia to show
our gratitude and respect. This year, however, due to the special circumstances we are
unfortunately not able to do so. Nevertheless, through this letter and many more that
you are sure to receive, I would like to reassure you that you will always have a special
place in the hearts of the Australian people as well as people all over the world. Nothing
can diminish the importance of your dedication nor the spirit of Anzac Day.
We will still be commemorating your efforts that will never be forgotten even if we are
at our separate homes. In fact, I believe since we are amidst the battle against the
coronavirus this year, it allows us to learn from your bravery even more as we attempt
to face this situation just like how you confronted the battlefield. No matter what, your
legacy will always live on, as we saw earlier this year how the firefighters fought the
bushfires and now, how the medical staff are working tirelessly to defend our people
against the virus. Always know, that it is your heroism which is continuing to inspire
generations of Australians.
Once again, thank you for all that you had done for the Australian people.
Sincerely,
Victoria
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A NEW SIEGE AND A NEW ENEMY
Over the past four months the world has faced a new enemy. This one
is different to what most of us have experienced. It is invisible. It
doesn’t respect any boundaries. It is blind to age, race, religion,
socioeconomic status and political affiliation. The response of
governments across the world has been to take a siege approach. And
as with the Siege of Tobruk, supplies still need to be moved,
ammunition (tests, medicine, vaccines) manufactured and supplied,
casualties dealt with and emotions contained.
Members will be aware that, during the Siege, a news sheet was
produced daily to keep the Allied troops updated on the situation
beyond their trench. Today communication is very easy for most of the
world, via amazing technology as well as the old methods of radio,
television and newspapers and, of course, just having a chat over a beer or a cup of tea with our
mates.
This last option is not available for the foreseeable future, so we decided to produce a small news
sheet on a more regular basis than the Tobruk House News. This ‘News sheet’ was only made as an
email document and so for the interest of members who are not on e-mail, we have reproduced
here pieces from each of the 7 issues that were made.

ISSUE #1
The first issue is pictured above and explained the intent of this new communication. It also featured
a photo showing committee member Heather McFarlane with her colleagues at work in full PPE.

ISSUE #2
The main story was the installation of the new plaque
on the front of Tobruk House which is in this issue of
the THN. Issue #2 also coincided with Tobruk Sunday.
Some of you will remember the Junior Rats page in the
Tobruk House News many years ago. Now many of us
old Junior Rats have grandchildren and even great
grandchildren. We included some colouring in pictures
which we thought might help keep these youngsters
occupied during the ‘lock down’. Our good friend Pierre Seillier in France sent over a number of
drawings such as this one of a couple of ‘digger rats’ which could be printed out for colouring in.
Many of the issues included these colouring in pages, supplied by Pierre.
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ISSUE #3
This issue featured the Celebrity Mastermind questions about the
Siege of Tobruk (which are also in this THN)
Most of us seem to be getting in the swing of things regarding social
distancing, working from home and new ways of virtual socializing. It
is amazing how innovative people can be. You can now take part in
virtual wine tasting, virtual dinner parties and even virtual pub choirs
such as this one, Couch Choir which features over 1000 participants
from 18 countries! And zoos are even getting in on the act by allowing
some of their animals to ‘visit’ other enclosures and filming it. All
wonderful examples of using technology for good.

New uses for all that toilet paper……!

ISSUE #4
KAROL’S ANZAC BISCUITS
1 cup plain flour
1 cup rolled oats
¾ cup coconut
1 cup brown sugar
125gm. butter
2 tab.sp. Golden Syrup
1 tab.sp. boiling water
½ teasp. bicarb soda
Set oven to 160deg. Line a baking tray with baking paper.
Sift the plain flour and add the rolled oats, brown sugar and coconut.
Stir until combined.
Melt the butter and add the golden syrup. Mix the bicarb soda with the boiling water and add to the
butter and syrup. Mix with the dry ingredients.
Place spoonfuls of the mixture onto the baking tray and flatten slightly. (This makes about 24.)
Cook for 20-25mins. (They will harden as they cool.)
Serve with a cuppa…..YUM!

ISSUE #5
This issue came out on Anzac Day and featured the photos that are
also reproduced in this issue of THN as well as the story of Kerry
Stokes and his ROTA tie at the Canberra wreath laying.

ISSUE #6
Tom Pritchard’s garden was the
main feature of this issue.
In case any of you are wondering
how veteran Tommy Pritchard is
faring in these strange times,
you’ll be pleased to know that he
is keeping safe and well. Tom is a
regular attendee at our meetings
at Tobruk House and is an avid
Tigers supporter.
You may not know that Tom is
also a keen vegetable gardener and,

Tommy Pritchard greets his visitors in homemade PPE then takes us to see his flourishing garden
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when visiting, you rarely leave his house empty-handed. When asked by the Tobruk House Truth
what his secret to a great garden was, and if he had any gardening tips, he replied cheekily, “That’s
easy. Get someone else to do it!”

ISSUE #7
The final issue of the Tobruk House Truth (for now at least) featured a photo of a poster from New
York City which offers a different perspective on the most unusual experiences we are living through.

75TH ANNIVERSARY ‘MEET THE RATS’ PODCAST
With this year being the 75th anniversary of the establishment of ROTA
in Victoria, and with next year’s 80th anniversary of the beginning of the
siege in 1941 not all that far away, it may be opportune to remind
members of an event from 2016.
In conjunction with the Shrine of Remembrance, the 2/4th AGH and
ROTA helped to organise a ‘Meet the Rats’ session, which was held in
the Shrine auditorium to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the siege
and the bombing of the hospital in Tobruk. Interviewed by current
committee member Heather MacFarlane, veterans Ron Williamson, Jack Caple and Bob Semple held
an audience (it was a sell-out!) captive, with stories from their time spent in Tobruk. You will be
pleased to know that this recording is still available as a podcast from the Shrine and is well worth a
listen; especially since we now all have so much time on our hands!
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Here is the web address for the interviews:
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xpf4xvir3pg7enx/10%20April%202016%20Meet%20the%20Rats%281%
29.mp3?dl=0
(Editor’s note: we apologise for this very long IP address for those with a printed version of this THN)

KAROLINA’S ANZAC BISCUIT SPECIAL DELIVERY
On Anzac Day this year Committee
member and head of the ‘Tobruk
House Catering Corps’, Karolina
Sevcikova, delivered a large box of
her Anzac biscuits to the South
Melbourne Police Station.
Karolina usually makes the biscuits
for our Tobruk House Anzac Day
luncheon, and she just couldn’t help
herself in making a big batch again
this year. Due to the COVID-19
restrictions of course the luncheon
couldn’t be held so she kindly
provided her recipe for the Tobruk
House Truth this year so we could
all make our own. You will also find
Karolina’s recipe on page 16 of this
THN.

MASTERMIND ANSWERS
1 General Morshead, 2 Sunflower, 3 Lord Haw Haw, 4 Poland, 5 Lieutenant General Annibale Berganzoli,
6 General Rommel, 7 Point 209, 8 Kings Cross, 9 General Auchinleck, 10 Scrap Iron Flotilla, 11 Arrete
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GOODBYE MR CHIPS
This story, supplied by Glenda Garde, was written by Johnny Rutherford VX23464 2/5th Field
Ambulance- Benghazi Handicap* just before the siege.
Monday 7th April dawned fine and clear, as fanned by a cool breeze, the convoy formed up again,
passed through Sollum, wound its way snake-like up the scenic road to the plateau, and then,
unexpectedly, halted near Fort Capuzzo.
It was there that we had our first experience of what a retreat looks like; a grandstand view of the
"Benghazi Handicap". According to reports, things were not too good ahead, and judging by the disorganised rabble of retreating forces heading back from Tobruk, they were not likely to improve in a
hurry.
The troops passing us were, of course, the "limit men". We guessed, however, that it would be a fairly
safe bet that the "backmarkers”, those fighting the rear-guard action, would turn out to be the
Australian 9th Division, and later events proved us right.
About sunset, the convoy reformed and plunged westwards into the oncoming tide. We could see no
future in it!
Somewhere about midnight, after a hair-raising journey without lights on a traffic-choked road, we
came to a halt in the Tobruk area, but about 8 miles east of the town, we were met with the news that
Derna had fallen, and that Jerry was coming fast.
However, everything appeared to be quiet, so we slept on it, and waited for what the morrow might
bring.
Jack Baker has a strange story to tell of his trip back to Tobruk; an
unusual co-incidence:
The story really started in Perth. Whilst on leave from the
"Mauretania", Jack, Reg Fisher, and Rex LePage were "adopted" for
the day by three ladies, who drove them all round Perth, gave them
a meal, and took them to the pictures, where they saw "Goodbye
Mr. Chips"; a picture they enjoyed, and remembered.
Whilst in the convoy on the way back to Tobruk, Jack, who was
driving an ambulance, was called on to pick up the body of a dead
R.A.F. man, near Sollum, and take him to the nearest R.A.F. unit. As
everyone was frantically packing and heading towards Egypt ahead
of the retreat from Benghazi, Jack found great difficulty in disposing
of the body.
Finally, at Mersa Matruah, he got rid of him, and on checking his identity from his pay book, found his
name was "Chips". Jack couldn't help feeling as he handed the body over, that this really was a case
of "Goodbye Mr. Chips".
Jack then had to hurry to catch up with the unit, and his was the last vehicle into Tobruk, as they closed
the barbed wire behind him to seal off the Bardia Road.
*When the British were forced to evacuate Benghazi and fall back to Tobruk, the retreat was referred to as the
‘Benghazi Handicap’.
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BAND NEWS
Firstly, I would like to congratulate those members, both pipers and drummers, who took
the time to put on their uniform and play a few tunes on ANZAC Day. Some of you may
have seen them on Facebook or the email sent out by Graham Gibson.
Secondly, congratulations must also go to the drummers who have taken the initiative
and are practicing each Thursday through the use of technology. I have not heard
anything from the Pipers with the exception of an email from the Pipe Major instructing
them to start learning Bob’s march.
Due to the current restrictions there are no planned future playouts, and all competitions
have been cancelled. For those who like to sit in front of the telly on New Year’s night and watch the Royal
Edinburgh Military Tattoo in Scotland, well for the first time in its history, it has also been cancelled for 2020.
With nothing else to report, we will continue with the Meet Our People.
Stay well and safe.
Ken Butterworth
The Rats of Tobruk Memorial Pipes & Drums

Meet Our People
Side Drummer Marcus de Rijk is our current Band President,
born in the Netherlands in Hilversum, where he used to
enjoy watching his Dad play in brass bands when he was
growing up. It was during one of these marches that one day
they were followed by a pipe band; that memory has never
left him.
The family migrated to Australia in 1982 when Marcus was a
teenager, settling into Reservoir where his parents lived ever
since. He studied computer science at La Trobe University,
and started working there in the Computer Science
Department in the mid 90’s. In 1998 he saw an ad in the
University Newsletter seeking new pipers and drummers to
join the Rats of Tobruk. He went along initially being
interested in learning the pipes, however, when Marcus was
14, he had lost two fingertips in an industrial accident and
sounding the chanter was a challenge! And so, because he
had played some drums in the Netherlands with his Dad, he
learnt drums instead, receiving tuition from Rob Bennett.
His first playout was playing at the Grand Prix in Melbourne –
“It was a blast”, and that didn’t just mean the Air Force jets
that flew overhead! Marcus has played with the band ever
since, joining the playing group for the 2005 Tattoo in
Edinburgh for his first overseas trip. On that trip he was able
to arrange for his family to come and watch, which was
particularly moving for him given he and his dad shared a
close bond through music.

Side Drummer Marcus De Rijk

Since then he has travelled with the band to Moscow in 2007,
Libya/Tobruk 2009, and in 2010 he was leading drummer for
our double drum corps at the Basel Tattoo in Switzerland. He
has since also played with the band at the Shanghai
International Music Festival in 2016, as well as the 2016 Royal
Edinburgh Military Tattoo Melbourne.
Marcus De Rijk - Taliska
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Marcus works at RMIT University as Learning Technology Advisor, while outside of work he enjoys making
acoustic guitars in his workshop in Pakenham Upper. He has an active volunteer life with FareShare in
Abbotsford and the Residents Association in Southbank.
Marcus was also a member of the folk duo ‘Braemar’ travelling to Celtic Festivals around the state and has
even produced a number of successful CD’s. After the breakup of ‘Braemar’, he went on to form a Celtic
quintet called ‘Taliska’. Claire, Marc’s wife, was also a member of ‘Taliska’, and plays the harp, piano
accordion and French horn.
Claire and Marcus are expecting the arrival of their first baby drummer or piper in July 2020.
Piper Donna Stemberger grew up in the suburb of
Nunawading. At the age of 10, she was given the
opportunity to learn a musical instrument. Two of her great
grandfathers had been musicians - one played the violin,
the other played the bagpipes. Donna’s parents chose the
violin! It wasn’t until the age of 44 that Donna finally took
up the bagpipes.
Growing up, Donna played violin in the Melbourne Youth
Orchestra. She also enjoyed playing softball and achieved
1st Dan Black Belt in Tae Kwon Do. After graduating from
university with a Bachelor of Education in Music, Donna
moved to Gippsland to teach music at Sale Technical
School. It was meant to be a two-year stint, but as luck
would have it she met her husband Frank, also a teacher
there, and has lived in the Sale/Maffra area ever since!
Donna and Frank have been blessed with two children,
Sofie and Simon, who currently live in Melbourne. Sofie
moved for employment and Simon is studying Music
Composition at Box Hill Institute.
Keen on learning, Donna also has degrees in the Japanese
and Indonesian languages. She has also taught Japanese
and Indonesian at Sale College (formally Sale Technical
School), and is currently teaching VCE Music Performance,
violin, viola, cello and singing.

Piper Donna Stemberger

Donna commenced piping with the Sale RSL Pipe Band, and
through the encouragement of the Pipe Major, David Hynd,
joined the Rats of Tobruk Memorial Pipes and Drums in
2012. Together they make the 480km round trip to practice.
Some highlights from performing with the ROTMP&D have
been playing at the 2014 Basel Tattoo in Switzerland, the
International Festival in Beijing China, the Royal Edinburgh
Military Tattoo in Melbourne, and performing with Andre
Rieu.
Through piping, Donna has discovered a love for composing
music, particularly for the bagpipes. Pipe Major David
McNamara has been a wonderful mentor. Donna recently
composed the “RJK ‘Bob’ Semple Memorial March” and was
honoured to play three of her own laments for the laying of
the wreaths at the 2019 Tobruk Sunday Commemoration.
Pipers Bob Semple & Donna Stemberger
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The Rats of Tobruk Neuroscience
Fellowship
Fund report May 2020
The Rats of Tobruk Association’s (ROTA) commitment to the care of future generations of Australian
children, through the Royal Children’s Hospital (RCH) Neuroscience Fellowship, enables vitally
important research and care for neurology patients and their families.
In 2010, The Rats of Tobruk presented a cheque for $1.5 million to the RCH, generously donated
from the sale of their Albert Park meeting hall in 2007. With this gift began the RCH Department of
Neuroscience’s Rats of Tobruk Neuroscience Fellowship, providing a unique training for up and
coming neurologists and changing children’s health both in Australia and around the world. Now in
its eleventh year, the ROTA Neuroscience Fellowship has an inspirational track record of success and
achievement and is incredibly valued in the RCH community.
The following report provides an update on the financial status of the ROTA Neuroscience Fellowship
Fund.
ROTA Neuroscience Fellowship Fund Status
100% of the inaugural $1.5M gift made in 2010 is retained by the RCH Foundation as a perpetual
endowment. Funds held in the endowment are invested and managed so that interest can be
directed both to funding appointment of the Rats of Tobruk Neuroscience Fellow each year, and
reinvested to maintain the endowment's value.
The RCH Foundation manages this capital carefully, so we can maximise the impact it has for
children's health. No fee or commission is taken, and the RCH Foundation holds to its commitment
that endowment capital will not be spent down, but will be managed to grow in value over time.
This conservative approach has ensured the ROTA endowment annually contributes for the majority
of the Fellowship costs. The Fellowship costs vary annually, reflecting the varying experience of each
appointed Fellow, the minimum cost is $80,000pa. Interest transferred from the endowment
contributes approximately 70% to the overall cost of the Fellowship, with the balance topped up by
the Foundation. This funding gap has grown in recent years.
2019/2020 Appeal
Neuroscience is a dynamic field, and the RCH is at the frontline. Discussions with the Association
about the hospital’s future needs led to an energetic response with the Appeal to members to build
the endowment fund. The Appeal resulted in over $14,000 in direct donations to the Fund, and the
commitment of future funds through four gifts in Will pledges.
Future management
The Fund will continue to be protected and applied exclusively for the RCH Rats of Tobruk
Neuroscience Fellowship, a unique program of research and care. The generosity of members and
associate members shown through the recent Appeal, and careful planning with the hospital,
provide security for the short term, while the long-term future has a stronger foundation through
bequest commitments. Further fundraising remains important.
The RCH and RCH Foundation are deeply grateful to be able to pursue this service which makes a
vital difference for so many patients and families around Australia, and to honour the Rats of
Tobruk’s’ intent and values.
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Professor Monique Ryan, Bob Semple OAM BEM and 2018 Rats of Tobruk Fellow Dr Saurabh Chopra
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RATS OF TOBRUK NEUROSCIENCE FELLOWSHIP FUND
If you would like to make a donation, you can send a cheque or money order
made out to the ‘ROTA Neuroscience Fellowship Fund’, to the RCH Foundation,
Level 2, 48 Flemington Road, Parkville, Victoria, 3052. Please include your name
and address so that a tax receipt can be sent to you.
Adding a gift in your Will is another way to ensure the continuation of the Fellowship. To learn more,
or most importantly, to let the foundation know of your intention, please contact
Jessica Frean, Planned Giving, RCH Foundation (03 9345 6389 or email: Jessica.frean@rch.org.au)

BOB SEMPLE MEMORIAL SERVICE DVD
We have a limited number of copies of the special
DVD of Bob Semple’s memorial service which was
held at Scots Church in Melbourne.
This beautiful video tribute to a special Rat covers
the entire service from start to finish and runs for
approximately 2 hours 45 minutes.
The production of these DVDs has been funded
by a generous grant from Bob’s estate and so the
entire purchase price will go to the Rats of Tobruk
Neuroscience Fellowship Fund.
The price of the DVD is $15, and the postage is $5
if required. For details please see the
Merchandise Order form in this issue.
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Rats of Tobruk Association Inc - Application for Affiliate Membership
Please forward this application together with payment of $60 to:
The Secretary of ROTA, Tobruk House, 44 Victoria Ave, Albert Park, Vic, 3206.

Name: …………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Title

Surname

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Email:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Given Name (s)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………

Suburb / State

Post Code

@................................................................................... Contact Phone No: ………………………………………………………………………………

.......................................................................................................

Please Print Clearly

Are you over 18 years of age: YES or N0 Are you or have you been a member of the Military Services: YES or NO
Are you a descendant / relative of a Rat of Tobruk: YES or NO
If yes please print his details below:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Given Name (s)

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. ……………………………………………………….. ……………………………………………..

Surname

Service ID

Unit

My relationship to the veteran is: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Reason for wanting to join: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Payment Details:
Payment of $60 ($30 Joining Fee plus $30 Annual Subscription) must accompany the application. Payment can be made
by cheque, money order, cash or electronic funds transfer (EFT). The Association does not have credit card facilities. If
you are paying by EFT, it is important that you include a unique reference so that the payment can be matched to the
application. A suggested reference is the letters 'NEW MBR' followed by your surname. e.g. 'NEW MBR Cummings'.
Bank Account Details: Account Name: Rats of Tobruk Association BSB: 013 223 Account No: 2102 51748
The EFT 'reference' I have used is:

I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I
If you pay by EFT, you can scan this application and email it to: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com This will ensure your
application is processed promptly.
Privacy Clause:
Information requested in this application form is necessary for the association to determine your eligibility for
membership, maintain the members register and to keep you informed about the association, its activities and products.
It will not be provided to third parties for direct marketing purposes. As a member you have the right to inspect the
members' register.
Promotional Photos:
At the Association's functions, photo's may be taken for promotional purposes and publication in the Tobruk House News.
By attending any of these functions you give permission for the use of your image in the manner described above.
Annual Subscription:
By joining the Association, you agree to pay the Annual Subscription when it falls due on the 1st January each year. The
amount of the Annual Subscription is set by the Committee of Management, prior to the start of each year.
Association Rules:
By joining the Association, you agree to abide by the Association Rules and policies approved by the Committee of
Management from time to time. These are available on the Association’s website www.ratsoftobrukassociation.org.au
Applicant's Signature: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Date: …………………………………………………………………………
Membership Approval: …………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………….
Delegate of the Committee of Management

Contact Email: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com

Contact Phone No: 0434 693 190
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Rats of Tobruk Association (ROTA) Merchandise
Friend’s Bumper
Sticker

Friend’s Stubby Holder

$2.00 each plus $1 postage
Special: 6 for $10 inc postage

plus $8 postage for single item
or $10 postage for up to 6.

Rats of Tobruk Cap

ROTA Rugby Top

Size: 65 mm dia

Navy Blue – Baseball Style

$20.00 each

plus $12 postage and handling

ROTA Polo Shirt
Sizes: S , M , L , XL

$35.00 each
plus $12 postage and handling

Siege Map Mouse Pad
23.5 cm x 19.5 cm

$15.00 each

plus $2 postage and handling

Friend’s Lapel Badge
Size: 25mm dia

$5.00 each

plus $3.00 postage (up to 5 badges)

Ladies Poppy Scarf

(light weight)
Colours: Grey, White, Bright
Blue, Dark Navy Blue

$15.00 each

Can also be used as
unique pen / pencil caddy

$9.00 each

Sizes: S , M , L , XL

$40.00 each

plus $12 postage and handling

ROTA Apron

Cotton, Black, with Pocket
85 cm x 110 cm

$55.00 each

plus $8 postage and handling

Siege Map T Shirt

100% cotton, classic loose fit
Sizes: S , M , L , XL, XXL

$22.00 each

plus $10 postage and handling

Rats of Tobruk CD
Sung by John Turner
The Rats of Tobruk
No Surrender

$15.00 each

including postage & handling

Rats of Tobruk Plaque
with ‘No Surrender’ scroll
15 cm x 20 cm
on Rosewood base

$95.00 each

plus $8 postage and handling

plus $15 postage and handling

ROTA Winter Scarf

Tobruk Siege Map Poster

100% Acrylic
21 cm x 136 cm

$35.00 each

plus $8 postage and handling

59 cm x 42 cm (A2)

$20.00 each

plus $12 postage and handling

26

The Rats of Tobruk Association Inc
Merchandise Order Form
Date: ___/___/___
Item

Cost Quantity
per
Item

Size
S,M,L,
XL,XXL

Postage
Yes/No

Postage

Sent
(office use
only)

Bob Semple Memorial DVD

$15

NA

$5

75th Anniversary Mug (1 mug)

$18

NA

$8 for 1 mug

75th Anniversary Mug (up to 4)

$18

NA

$12, up to 4

Friend’s Bumper Sticker (6)
pack)
Friend’s Stubby Holder

$10

NA

Inc in cost

$9

NA

ROTA “baseball” style cap

$20

NA

$10 (up to
6)
$12

A Friend of the Rats lapel badge

$5

NA

$3 (up to 5)

ROTA (rosewood) plaque

$95

NA

$15

ROTA tie (clip type only available)

$30

NA

$5

ROTA Apron

$55

NA

$10

A2 Tobruk Siege poster

$20

NA

$12

ROTA rugby top
ROTA polo shirt

$40
$35

ROTA CD The Rats of Tobruk

$15

Siege Map T Shirt

$22

Ladies Poppy Scarf (light weight)

$15

When purchasing multiple items excluding the Tobruk Siege poster, postage
is charged only on the item with the highest postage rate. If a Tobruk Siege
poster is included in the items purchased, add an additional $12 postage.

Total

$12
$12
NA
NA
(Colour)

Inc in cost
$10
$8

Total amount to be paid:

$

Payment must accompany this form. Payment can be made by cheque, money order, cash or electronic funds transfer
(EFT). The Association does not have credit card facilities. If you are paying by EFT, it is important that you include a
unique reference for example the letters ‘MERCH’ followed by your surname.
Bank Account Details: Account Name: Rats of Tobruk Association BSB: 013 223 Account No: 2102 51748
The EFT 'reference' I have used is:

I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I
Delivery times will vary, depending on available stock. Clothing items could take up to 4 weeks from receipt of order. The Rosewood
Plaque could take up to 6 weeks.

Purchaser’s Name:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Contact Phone No:……………………………………………………………………..
(Please Print)

Email Address:.....................................................................................................................................................................@.......................................................................................................................................................
Delivery Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Suburb:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… State:………………………………………………….. Postcode:…………………………………………………
Please forward completed form to: ‘Merchandise Officer, ROTA, 44 Victoria Av, Albert Park, Vic, 3206.

If you pay by EFT, you can scan this form and email to: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com
All enquires to the Merchandise Officer (Graeme Clifford) email: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com Ph: 0418 882 323
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THE CINDERELLA SERVICE – Until August 16

THESE EXHIBITS AND
ACTIVITIES ARE
DEPENDENT ON
GOVERNMENT ADVICE
REGARDING
PANDEMIC
RESTRICTIONS
PLEASE CHECK THE
SHRINE WEBSITE OR
CALL 03 9661 8100
FOR UPDATED
INFORMATION
REGARDING ACCESS

Discover the story of 5,000 Australian airmen who undertook
gruelling maritime patrols with the Royal Air Force Coastal
Command. Battling the German Submarines which threatened
to blockade Britain, the men made an essential contribution
to the Allied effort during the war's longest continuous
campaign, the Battle of the Atlantic.

THROUGH THE EYES OF THE SON

Photographer, John Williams (1933-2016), left an impressive
intellectual and creative legacy that reflected his passion and
preoccupation with the impact of the First World War on
Australian culture and society. Inspired by his father’s service,
John’s war related imagery provides perceptive reflection that
will leave a lasting impression.

CHANGED FOREVER

LAST POST – Every Sunday at 4.45PM

The Last Post Service is another reason to make a family visit to
the Shrine on Sunday afternoons. This new moving ceremony
features a piper, bugler and Shrine Guard in historic uniform.

Stories of migrants who have resettled in Australia from
war-torn countries are presented beside those of recent
veterans of overseas service in the Australian Defence
Force. This moving exhibition explores the impacts of global
and civil conflict in changing lives and shaping contemporary
28
Australia.

