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RATS OF TOBRUK ASSOCIATION Inc. 
44 Victoria Avenue, ALBERT PARK, VIC 3206      www.ratsoftobrukassociation.org.au 

 PHONE No 0432 232 502 
Monthly Meeting normally 4th Friday of the month starting at 10.30am 

 

(No General Meetings January, April, May, July and December) 
 

PLEASE NOTE. There will be no meetings at Tobruk House until further notice, due to COVID 
restrictions. 

 
The dates below are subject to change. For more up to date information call 0432 232 502 

 

Month / Date Event Description 

October 2nd 75th Anniversary of the establishment of the Rats of Tobruk Victoria Association 

October 17 & 18 Open Weekend at Tobruk House – POSTPONED to 2021. New date to be advised 

October 23rd General Meeting – CANCELLED 

November 27th General Meeting – CANCELLED 

December 6th Christmas Lunch at Tobruk House - CANCELLED 

 
  

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

All articles and photographs used in this 
publication are copyright unless otherwise 

stated. They should not be sold or used in any 
other publication without the express written 

permission from the Committee of this 
Association. 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The views expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those of the  

Rats of Tobruk Association Inc. 
The material used in this publication is 

checked for accuracy, but no liability can be 
assumed for any losses due to the use of 

any material published herein. 
 

Patron: Bill Gibbins 

Committee of Management: 

President – Graham Gibson 

Vice President – Mike Kiernan 

Secretary – Glenda Garde 

Treasurer - Mike Kiernan 

Other Committee Members – 

Christine Mulvaney, Bob Horton,  
Graeme Clifford, Tony Smith, 

Heather Macfarlane, Ian Marr, 
Karolina Sevcikova, Stuart Tolliday,  

Lachlan Gaylard  
Tony Codd – Hall Keeper 

Email: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com 

TOBRUK HOUSE NEWS 

Deadlines 

Editorial and Advertising 

ISSUE: DECEMBER 2020 

DEADLINE: November 5th 

We welcome all contributions from  

our community but cannot guarantee publication. 

Email is preferred with documents in Word and 

pictures in jpeg format but not essential. 

Articles or letters with no contact details  
will not be published. 
Editor: Stuart Tolliday 
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The President and ROTA Inc. members wish to extend our condolences and deepest sympathy to 
the families and friends of our departed comrades: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rats of Tobruk Association Inc. 
 

President’s Report – October 
 
75 years ago, on the 2nd October 1945, the Victorian Rats of Tobruk Association was formed, 
following on from the establishment of New South Wales branch in1944. Branches popped up across 
Australia in every capital city and sub-branches were set up in regional areas. These were modelled 
on similar associations established by returned service men at the end of the first World War. They 
were to provide a place where returned service personnel looked for support from those with whom 
they had served, and to continue the many friendships that they had established during some of the 
world’s darkest times. In 1946 the Federal Council of the Rats of Tobruk was established to co-
ordinate the many branches and subbranches across Australia. 
 

Approximately 14,000 Australians served in Tobruk during the period of the Siege of Tobruk. Our ‘T” 
membership badge is a very distinctive shape that was easily recognised by the veterans and their 
families. Today it serves to remind us of the sacrifices that they made to preserve our peace and 
safety, not only at home, but throughout the world. 
 

We are proud to support our Rats of Tobruk Association, which is the last remaining original Rats of 
Tobruk Association in Australia, and we have vowed to continue what our fathers, grandfathers and 
uncles established 75 years ago; to maintain their memories, to perpetuate the history, and to 
maintain the legacy of the Rats of Tobruk. 
 

George Luk, the Honorary Polish Consul is stepping down from his post. George has worked with us 
to ensure that the story and mateship forged throughout the Siege of Tobruk with the Carpathian 
Brigade and the Rats of Tobruk is remembered each year with a service at the Shrine. I would like to 
express our sincere best wishes and gratitude for his unequivocal support in keeping these memories 
alive. Thank-you George on a great job - well done mate. 
 

2020 has proven to be a very difficult year for all of us. Our normal activities have disappeared, and 
it is difficult to predict when we will be able to return to regular meetings. Take care of yourselves 
and your loved ones. There are many on our sick list now (none with COVID-19 that we know) and 
we wish them a speedy recovery and a return to good health in the near future. 
 

Thank-you once again for your continued support, it is greatly appreciated. 
 

 
Graham Gibson, President  

VALE 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 

 Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,  

we will remember them. 
LEST WE FORGET 

WALLACE, Walter Gordon, QX7646, 2/15 Bn, 20 July 2020, 99 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are extended to all families at this sad time.  
 



   
ROTA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
As notified in the last THN, our Annual General Meeting was held on August 28 virtually, using the 
Zoom technology. Naturally the turnout was smaller than we are used to, but it went smoothly and 
those present contributed well to the largely procedural affairs. 

 
GENERAL MEETINGS IN THE FUTURE  
 

We want to resume the normal meeting schedule as soon as possible. Based on the Victorian 
Government COVID requirements there will not be any general meetings at Tobruk House until 
2021. One suggestion that came out of the AGM was to use the Zoom technology to allow people 
who would be unable to come to the hall in person to attend. This will be a high priority for us to 
investigate. We would very much like to increase the accessibility of our meetings to a wider 
audience. 
 

We will advise members by all means possible when the meetings can resume. Hopefully we can 
make an announcement in the December THN. We will also notify as many members as possible by 
email at the appropriate time. 
 

Those members who do not have an email address registered with us can call our ROTA phone 
number 0432 232 502 for an update on meeting plans. If the phone is not attended, a recorded 
message will inform you of the latest information. 
 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
 

We welcome the following new members to ROTA: 
 

Paul Bogdanich    Stephen Savage     Marie Hughes     Justine Jones     Joan Gilbert 
 

Brian Lynch     Christine Gilmore    Maggie McNair     Richard Johnston    Norm Roberts     
 

Peta Darley      Melinda Hashimoto      David Cossart 
 

 

Your membership helps to ensure the legacy of the Rats of Tobruk 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 
We are extremely fortunate to still have in our possession many of the association’s meeting minute 
books, even a somewhat battered one from the inaugural meeting held at Anzac House on October 
2, 1945, not long after the end of WW2. So this month we celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the 
formation of the Victorian branch of the Rats of Tobruk Association. 
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FOUND! A NEEDLE IN A HAYSTACK… 
 

Most issues of the THN over the past couple of years have carried a request 
for help in locating someone or identifying a special item. We often think 
these items are like looking for a needle in a haystack, with very little chance of 
success. Well, Glenda has recently discovered that this is not always the case…. 
 

In December 2018, ROTA was contacted by Melinda Hood, granddaughter of Joseph 
Leis NX29173 of the 2/1st Pioneers. Melinda informed us that her family has been holding on to a 
photograph for over nearly 80 years because it was an image of her grandad’s WW2 mate, Harold 
Joseph Spreadborough NX23499, and she was hoping to return it to Harold’s family. Subsequently a 
‘Looking for..’ article appeared in the February 2019 THN asking for help with this quest. 
Unfortunately, but not surprisingly, there was no response …. until a few weeks ago, when we were 
contacted by Melinda Hashimoto (yes, another Melinda!) who, when conducting some family 
research, spotted the ‘Looking for’ article in the THN and believed that the photo was of her 
grandfather, Harold.  
 

Bingo! It most certainly was him, and the two Melindas have exchanged emails 
and are now in the process of transferring ownership of the nearly 80-year-old 
original photograph. Harold’s family were thrilled and most grateful that his 
photograph had been safely kept by Joe’s family for all those years. This 
photograph of Harold, taken in Jerusalem, was sent by Joe to his wife, Min, and 
that is how it ended up in the Leis family….and stayed there, until now. 
 

Harold Joseph Spreadborough was born in Clermont, Qld. in 1916, one of 4 
brothers who all enlisted to serve in the army in WW2.  Originally serving with 
2/1 Pioneers in Tobruk, Harold later transferred to 2/4 Field Coy. and in July 
1941 was awarded the Military Medal for guiding a patrol to safety through a 
minefield “in spite of a generous use of grenades” and despite coming under 
sustained fire from the enemy. He also assisted his wounded lieutenant back to 
safety. This superb act of bravery was even mentioned in Chester Wilmot’s 
book, ‘Tobruk 1941’. After the Middle East campaign, Harry went on to serve in 
New Guinea and was discharged from the army in 1946. After the war, in his 
later years, he and his wife Jean were keen gardeners. Harry was made a life 
member of the Queensland RSL, while Jean was a life member of the Ladies 
Auxiliary of a ROTA sub-branch.  
 

Harold never spoke to his family of his wartime experiences; a comment we 
often hear from families when they ask ROTA for research assistance.   

 

Joseph William Leis was born in Tenterfield NSW in 1914, one of nine children. A timber worker 
before the war, Joe enlisted in 1940 and served with 2/1 Pioneers (where he no doubt met Harold). 
Both Joe and Harry left Australia bound for the Middle East on 30 September 1941. After Tobruk, Joe 
continued to serve with the 2/1 Pioneers, which also included time in New Guinea, before returning 
home to his wife, Min and settling in the Casino area of NSW.  Joe died aged 68 in 1982. 
 

Thank you to the two Melindas for sharing the stories of your grandads. I have a feeling that Joe and 
Harry would be pleased and immensely proud of their granddaughters’ endeavours. 
As Melinda Hashimoto noted, ‘All war impacts not only veterans, but also their families. We 
remember all those who have served and their families and friends who provided support.’ 
 
PS The story continues. Melinda Hood tells me that whilst recently dining with her brother, she 
happened to mention the photo story. Unbelievably, her brother actually knows the other Melinda 
(Hashimoto), having worked with her in the past. In Melinda Hood’s words ..’so the circle closes…’  

Harold Spreadborough 

Joe Leis 



 
 

SHIRLEY’S STORY 
 

We are quite proud of the fact that the THN is sometimes instrumental in connecting people. You 
may have noticed an article published in the June edition from South Australian member Kaye Lee, 
who is currently looking for information from the descendants of men who served in the 2/48th and 
2/43rd battalions. Kaye’s father, Bryan Holmes SX8133, was in the 2/48th and she is hoping to gather 
photos and stories to compile into a publication for the 80th anniversary of the siege, which is, of 
course, next year.  
 

Another of our other members, Shirley Davey, read the article and has contacted us to provide 
information about Colin Rickard SX7609. Ninety-five-year-old Shirley, also from South Australia, is 
Colin’s widow and we thank her for allowing us to share the following story.  
 

Born in Edithburg S.A., Colin Henry Rickard enlisted in July 1940 and trained at the Woodside Camp 
in the Adelaide Hills. Just prior to embarkation, he and Shirley met at a dance and they corresponded 
throughout Colin’s service in Tobruk. Whilst he came through the siege unscathed, Colin went on to 
serve in the Battle of El Alamein but was not so lucky this time and, courtesy of a machine gun 
round, his upper right leg was shattered, thus ending his war. In 1943, Colin returned to Australia 
and Shirley often visited him in the repatriation hospital before they eventually married in mid-1944. 
Life can sometimes be cruel and, unfortunately, after settling in Adelaide post-war, Colin was 
diagnosed with terminal cancer in 1953. Despite this, as motor enthusiasts, Colin and Shirley 
established a VW car club where they met, and became close friends of, Eva and Frank Davey. Frank 
had been in the navy during WW2 and, over the next 10 years, the two couples spent many 
enjoyable holidays together. Sadly, Colin died in 1963, but not before asking Frank to look after 
Shirley. Frank’s wife, Eva, had also died just a few months earlier. In Shirley’s words, “So, in 1964, I 
became a sailor’s wife”, and Frank and Shirley went on to enjoy many happy years together before 
he passed away in 2006.  
 

Shirley now lives in an aged care facility in S.A. and, as she puts it, “I still remember all the happy 
years spent with my soldier boy and my sailor boy. Loved them both.” 
 

Whilst in Tobruk, Colin wrote the following poem, ‘If I Come Home’, which appeared in the Border 
Chronicle, August 29, 1941. I am sure I don’t need to point out that Shirley is obviously the ‘dear girl’ 
mentioned in the 3rd verse! 
 
IF I GO HOME 
When I get back from this terrible war, 
I’ll turn the lock on the front and back door; 
If they want me to go shooting, and picnicking 
too, 
I’ll say, “Buzz off you fellows, I’ve got the flu”. 
 

I won’t do any work for a long, long while, 
I’ll sleep half the time, and live in good style, 
I’ll just ring a bell and call for some ale, 
I’ll drink and I’ll drink; yes, I’ll drink like a 
whale. 
 

And then when I come out of the first big whirl 
I’ll go right along to see my dear girl, 
Who has been waiting for me since I went 
away, 
And from whose side, never again will I stray. 
 

 
I may go to a dance or a picture perhaps, 
Or else for a spot with some of the chaps, 
But mostly you’ll see me with my Mum and 
my Dad 
Or the girlfriend too, which won’t be too bad. 
 

When they take me down along the white 
sands, 
I’ll think of the days spent in those arid lands; 
I’ll shudder and think of the dust everywhere, 
The dust that we ate, that made us all swear 
 

When the fighting is over and I get back home, 
From the ones that I love, no more will I roam; 
It will be ‘Aussie forever’, she will do me, 
The land of the living, the land of the free. 
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75th ANNIVERSARY MEDAL PRESENTATION BY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

 
 
In the leadup to the 75th anniversary of the 
end of the Second World War, the 
Governor-General and Mrs Hurley visited 
Mr Sydney Kinsman, Alice Springs resident 
and a veteran of the 2nd/48th Battalion, 
and Rat of Tobruk. 
 
Sydney is well known to many people for 
his famous Christmas lights display which 
has also featured in THN. He is also the 
2020 NT nominee for Senior Australian of 
the Year and has been a stalwart of the 
Anzac Day commemorations at Alice 
Springs. 
  
The Governor-General presented Mr Kinsman with a special commemorative medallion marking the 
75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War. The medallion is a way of Australia saying 
‘thank you for your service’ to all those who served in WWII. 
 
Mr Kinsman has lived in Alice Springs since 1948 and, in addition to his service to the nation, he and 
his wife June have been valued members of the Alice Springs community. The Governor-General and 
Mrs Hurley enjoyed afternoon tea with Mr and Mrs Kinsman, thanking them for their contributions 
and service. 
 
 

The Governor-General and Mrs Hurley with Sydney and June Kinsman and their daughters, Moogie Curtis (back) and Tricia Bruce  
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80th ANNIVERSARY MEDAL HONARARY RECIPIENTS  
 

When the decision was made to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of the Siege of Tobruk with a 
special medal, the ROTA Committee thought it appropriate for every living Rat to receive that medal 
as a gift from the Association. Our newest committee member and dedicated military historian Lachlan 
Gaylard took on the task of identifying and contacting those very special gentlemen. To the very best 
of our knowledge, in August 2020 there were 20 living Rats in Australia and they have all been sent 
their medal. We received many very positive responses to this initiative, and a number also sent 
photographs. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Dennis Davis Sydney Kinsman 

John Pope Bert Le-Merton 

Tom Pritchard 

Dick Burgess 
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A SOLDIER’S STORY as told by his son Mike Kiernan 
 

It is common for sons and daughters of ex-serviceman to say that their father didn’t say much about 
the war.  This was the case with my father, he would only talk about parts of his experiences, but not 
to any depth.  On several occasions over a few beers and glasses of wine, I tried to get Dad to discuss 
in more detail his experiences.  All I achieved was a hangover in the morning.   What we knew was 
that he was one of the legendary ‘Rats of Tobruk’, who defended Tobruk in Libya, from the German 
forces for 242 days, the longest siege in British military history.  He was captured, when wounded in 
action.  As a ‘Prisoner of War’ (POW) he was transported to German POW camps in Italy and then in 
Poland.  From there, Dad, with two mates, escaped making it to the advancing Russian front line in 
Ukraine.  From what Dad told me, I have pieced together some of the jigsaw from his service 
records, and other references.  This is Ern’s story. 
 
In the Beginning 
Born in Melbourne on 24 February 1918, Ernest William Kiernan (Ern) 
grew up in orphanages and foster care.  From an early age he had to learn 
how to look after himself.  Despite this harsh upbringing, he developed a 
set of values that held him in good stead the whole of his life.  By the time 
he was 18 years old, although short in stature, 160 cm tall (5 ft 2 in), he 
was extremely fit having worked hard as a labourer on farms and in the 
timber industry.  Ern volunteered for the Australian Militia Forces, joining 
the 4 / 19th Light Horse Regiment where he proved to be an excellent 
horseman.  He was good looking and always maintained a neat 
appearance.  Whilst he could only afford a single pair of shoes, those 
shoes were always shiny and well maintained.  He was very musical, 
teaching himself to play by ear, the piano, banjo, and mouth organ. 
At around 18 years of age, Ern befriended the Harry family.  The 
matriarch of the family was Maude Harry, a widow who had eight 
children, the majority of whom lived in the family home, a two-storey 
terrace house in Flemington Road, Parkville.  He was made to feel welcome like a lost son.  This gave 
him the family he never had. 
 
Destination Middle East 
Ern enlisted in Melbourne on 16 June 1940 at the age of 22.  He nominated Maude Harry as his next 
of kin on his Attestation Form.   After training he join the 2nd/23rd Infantry Battalion who 
subsequently became known as ‘Albury’s Own’.  They were called this because a large majority of 
the battalion’s initial intake of volunteers came from the Albury – Wodonga region. 
Just before Ern departed to the Middle East, Maude and two of her 
daughters, Dorothy, and Joan, gave him a gold signet ring with his initials 
engraved on its face.  He was wearing this when he sailed from Station Pier, 
Port Melbourne with the 2nd/23rd  Battalion on 16 November 1940. The ship 
was the Strathmore, a passenger liner converted to a troop ship.   The 
Strathmore sailed to Fremantle where it joined a convoy.  The convoy sailed 
via Colombo and then through the Suez Canal to El Qantara in Egypt.  The troops 
disembarked on 17 December 1940.  They were then moved by rail to Dimra in Palestine where 
joining the 26th Brigade, they underwent further extensive training for the next few months.   
 
This period wasn’t without incident.  Whilst on leave, Ern and 17 other men from his battalion 
decided to visit the port town of Jaffa for a bit of fun and recreation.  After many beers, they started 
to enjoy themselves a little too much.  Their antics brought the attention of the British Military 
Police.  It is no secret that most Australian soldiers had little respect for the British military hierarchy.  
A skirmish broke out and the Australians came off second best.   This was no surprise as the Military 
Police were armed with truncheons and they did not hold back on using them.  Dad and his mates 

VX40843: Ernest William Kiernan, 
2nd / 23rd Infantry Battalion 
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were thrown in the Jaffa Jail for the night.  On return to their camp the next day, all the 18 were 
charged with various misconduct offences.  
 
Tobruk 
Ern being a member of the 2nd/23rd Battalion was in Tobruk at the start of the siege on 10 April 1941.  
In May, Ern’s platoon was part of an offensive to recapture defence posts along the ‘Red Line’ to the 
west of Tobruk, lost to the German’s during the Battle of the Salient.  The platoon became 
disoriented in the early morning darkness and haze of battle.  They finished up beyond the German 
occupied defence posts in what was previously no man’s land.  They were surrounded by Germans.  
Whilst sheltering in a German trench, Ern put his head up to try to see where they were.  He was 
shot through the left side.  A German soldier pulled him to safety saving his life.  All the members of 
the platoon were captured. He was later treated for his injuries in a German field hospital. He was 
reported missing on 17 May 1941. 
 
Prisoner of War 
Being a Prisoner of War, Ern was eventually transferred from the Middle 
East via the Libyan port of Benghazi, to the POW Camp PG66 located at 
Capua, Italy.  He arrived in September, four months after being wounded 
and taken prisoner.  On arrival in Italy most POWs were in a pitiful state 
enduring many months with limited supplies on the North African front.  
Early in 1942, he was moved to Campo 57 at Gruppignano in north-east 
Italy.  The camp was commanded by Colonel Vittorio Calcaterra who was 
considered a sadist.  Conditions at Campo 57 were extremely hash and 
overcrowded.  Ern was at Campo 57 for around 16 months.   
 
When the Italian’s surrendered in September 1943, Ern was one of the POW’s quickly rounded up by 
the Germans and transported by train to Stalag V111A in Poland.  The trains were so cramped the 
prisoners spent days and nights standing up with little food and water and no toilet facilities.  He was 
later moved to a sub-camp of the infamous Stalag V111B (later renumbered to Stalag 317) during 
November 1943.  Sub-camp E543 was located at Dombrova.  Here Ern and the other prisoners were 
forced to work as slave labour in a coal mine.  Conditions were harsh and dangerous. 
 
Towards the end of 1944, with Germany facing defeat, the prisoners were concerned what would 
happen to them.  During the final months of the Second World War in Europe, allied POWs were 
being force-marched westward across Poland and Germany in appalling winter conditions, resulting 
in many deaths.  Ern and two mates Bob ‘Doc’ Harvey (WX11924, 2/28 Inf Bn) and ‘Snowy’ Lehmann 
(2/7 Inf Bn) decided to escape and head for the advancing Russian forces along the eastern front.   
 
After several days with the support of local patriots and after several close calls, they finally achieved 
their objective.  Although the Russian’s had been prewarned regarding escaping allied prisoners, it 
was still a precarious situation approaching the front line.  They yelled out ‘English, English’, hoping 
that they would not be fired upon.  They were worried that if they called out ‘Australian’, it could 
have been misinterpreted as ‘Austrian’ and mistaken for the enemy.    When they finally met up with 
the Russians, they were taken to a freed POW Camp, where they were identified and after several 
weeks, passed on for transport to Odessa, Ukraine.  They reached Odessa in March 1945. 
Now liberated, Ern and other ex-POWs started the long voyage home, sailing from Odessa on 8 
March 1945.  The route was via Palestine where they changed ships.  The ‘Moreton Bay’ arrived at 
Port Melbourne on 14 April 1945. 
 
Home Again 
It was the morning of the 14 April when Ern disembarked the ‘Moreton Bay’.  He had been away 
almost four and a half years.   He was 27 years old.  He was still wearing the gold ring given to him by 
the Harry’s before he left Australia.  If that ring could talk what a story it could tell. 
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There was no one to greet him when he arrived, as there wasn’t any 
prior news regarding his homecoming.  An Officer offered him a lift 
which Ern declined.  He hailed a taxi and headed straight to the 
Harry’s house in Parkville.  He was greeted at the front door by 
Maude Harry.  Ern rushed inside, ran up the stairs and jumped on 
the bed of Dorothy, waking her up.  There must have been a hell of a 
party at the Harry’s that night.  Ern would have been in the centre of 
the room leading everyone in a good old sing-along. 
 
Later that year Ern married Dorothy.  They went on to have three children: Robert, Michael, and 
Josephine.  Ern worked extremely hard for many years, so that he could give his children everything 
he never had when growing up.  He had several war related ailments and eventually received a TPI 
Pension.  There is no doubt that Ern also suffered from what is now known as Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, which raised its head from time to time. 
 
Ern noticed that a number of his mates who had a similar service record, had an additional medal.  It 
was the Defence Medal awarded for six months service in non-operational areas.  He queried this 
with the Central Army Records Office and was advised that he only had 5 ½ months of service which 
counted towards the medal, this was insufficient.  Surprisingly, more than 2 ½ years as a POW and 
the several weeks in the Russian freed POW camp did not count.  Erm felt cheated and challenged 
the ruling.  He was eventually awarded the Defence Medal.  The other medals that were awarded to 
Ern are the 1939/45 Star, Africa Star, War Medal and Australian Service Medal (1939-1945).   
 
Dorothy died on 16 January 1999.  They had been happily married for 53 years.   Ern looked after 
himself for most of the next 11 years, using the skills he developed when growing up.  This was 
despite his vision becoming severely impaired due to macular degeneration.  For the last twelve 
months of Ern’s life he had to go into aged care; he had one too many falls at home to continue 
living by himself.  On several occasions at the Age Care Facility, he was found walking the corridors 
looking for a way to escape. 
 
Ern died peacefully on 13 December 2010; he was 92.  He had lived an incredible life. 
Music sustained Ern throughout his life, so at his funeral, country singer Billy Bridge sang a few 
songs.  Billy was so moved by one of the eulogies which included the story of the ring, he wrote and 
recorded a song about it. Some of the lyrics to ‘The Ring’ are written below: 

 
“He went to war with nothing but his courage and a ring 
Three women placed it in his hand with love 
He held it tightly in his hand as he sailed off to war 
His angel looking down from up above 
It was with him when he landed on those barren foreign shores 
As the Rats did storm the deserts of Tobruk. 
He held it hidden safe away when shot by foreign guns 
As they locked him in that place that no one dared to look 
 
But he held that ring hidden hard against his skin 
So they could not take it away 
And he held that ring given hard against his heart 
Cause he vowed he’d return again one day” 

 
Author:  Mike Kiernan 
Proud Son, I wear Dad’s ring as a tribute to him. 

VX40843: Ernest William Kiernan,  
2nd / 23rd Infantry Battalion 

Rat of Tobruk 
Wounded in Action, Prisoner of War 

24 February 1918 to 13 December 2010 
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ROSE PLANTED IN BUNBURY AT 101ST BIRTHDAY 
TO SALUTE TOBRUK RATS   Story and picture Ailish Delaney, South Western Times 9/7/2020 
Former Roelands dairy and potato farmer Fred Rose, one of the last surviving Rats of Tobruk, 
celebrated his 101st birthday on Thursday with the planting of a special flower — a rose for a Rose.  

Dedicated to the Rats of 
Tobruk, the “No Surrender” 
Rose was named to 
commemorate the 80th 
anniversary of the Siege of 
Tobruk in April next year. 
 
Family gathered to celebrate Mr 
Rose’s birthday and plant the 
rose bush at Bethanie Fields last 
week. 
After joining the Australian 
Imperial Force at the age of 21 
in 1940, Mr Rose became one of 
the 14,000 Australian soldiers 
involved in the 1941 eight-
month Tobruk Siege of World 
War II. 
Fewer than 50 of those soldiers 
are alive today. 
 
Born in Bunbury to a family of 
10 children, Mr Rose is 
determined to become the last 
standing Rat of Tobruk, and 
with an aunt who lived until she 
was 103, his family believe it is 
not a far-fetched goal. 
Nephew Clayton Rose said 
when Mr Rose returned from 
the war he found a passion for 
lawn bowls and had a green 
named in his honour at the 
Brunswick Bowling Club. 

 
“He’s a man of few words, but Fred is still really sharp,” he said. 
Mr Rose’s family said he was well-travelled and had an abundance of captivating stories from over 
the years. 
 
One family member fondly recounted the time Mr Rose told a story about walking to school 
barefoot in the cold and stepping in cow pats to have something on his feet, and joked it was one of 
those tales he was not sure was true. 
 
“He has an acute sense of humour, it’s so subtle.” 
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BAND NEWS   

 
 

Back in a previous issue of Tobruk House News, we reported on the tragic death 
of our President and side drummer, Marcus De Rijk.  At that time, Marc’s wife 
Claire was due to give birth to their first child in about six weeks at that time.  
Well, we can happily report what we hope will eventually be another piper or 
drummer in the Band. 

 
Daisy Angela De Rijk (DAD) was born on Saturday 18th July – Claire and Daisy are both well, and all 
the Band members are overjoyed for Claire.  In the accompanying photographs you can see she 
already has a striking resemblance to her father, and Claire reports she is also showing signs of 
Marc’s temperament (we don’t know whether that’s good or bad). 

 
On the Band front, there is still no change to our situation with no engagements and no face to face 
practice.  Drummers and some pipers are continuing to practice using ‘zoom’ technology.  The Pipe 
Major has decided to upgrade some of our street march tunes and has asked members to submit 
any music they would like to see the Band play, but apart from that, there is no other news. 
 
MEET OUR PEOPLE 
Piper Lois Cairns grew up in Box Hill and attended Box Hill Primary School and Blackburn High 

School.  On leaving school Lois was employed doing clerical 
duties and office work. 
 

Lois wanted to be a drummer but was convinced to learn the 
pipes under the tutelage of Billy Sutherland. 
 

Eventually she joined Melbourne Ladies Pipe Band in 1963 
and went on to become Pipe Major of the Band. 
 

In 1987 Lois joined the ‘Rats’ and performed with us at the 
1988 Edinburgh Military Tattoo.  She was Pipe Major of the 
Band for the 1994 Tattoo, and at the 1997 Tattoo was 
bestowed the honour of being the ‘Lone Piper’ one evening.  
Lois also performed with the Band at the 2001 and 2012 
Tattoo’s and Moscow in 2007. 
 

Lois’ father was a member of the2/2nd Pioneer Battalion, 
though not a Rat of Tobruk. 
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Lois’ daughter Erin was a tenor drummer in the Band for a brief period, before moving to Canberra.   
 

Lois lives in Bayswater and is very handy with the tools, completely renovating her weatherboard 
home. She is a Life Member of the Band. 
  

 Piper Margaret Hooper  
Well as they say, you learn something new every day.  When 
interviewing Margaret for this article, I discovered that she 
grew up in Moonee Ponds just a few doors away from Bob 
Semple.  Bob lived in Moonee Ponds when he got married 
after the war, before moving to Essendon. 
 

Margaret attended Moonee Ponds State School, then 
Footscray High School for Girls.  On leaving school Margaret 
became a dressmaker and, in another coincidence, worked in 
Flinders Lane as did Bob. 
 

Margaret was originally a Highland Dancer who also took up 
the pipes at the age of 16 under the tutelage of Ron 
Gallacher.  Originally a member of Melbourne Ladies Pipe 
Band, she joined the Rats in 1992.  She played in the 1994 
and 1997 Edinburgh Military Tattoo, Moscow in 2007, and 
Libya in 2009.  She has also performed in the Basel Tattoo in 
Switzerland. 

 

Margaret lives in Blackburn with her husband Ian and has a son and two grandchildren. She also runs 
a very successful dog grooming business called The Pooch Parlour. 
 

Margaret has been the Bands’ Quartermaster since 1994 and is also a Life Member of the Band. 
 
So, I guess that’s it for this issue, and as they say, stay safe and well, and we will see you when we 
see you. 
 
Ken Butterworth 
 
COVID CONSTRUCTION 
 
ROTA member Geoff Jenkins is an avid and award-winning model maker, whose work is on 
permanent display at Tobruk House. Geoff has been busy during the Melbourne lockdown 
constructing these two superb models of tanks used in Tobruk. When we can re-open, he intends to 
add them to his existing display cabinet. On the left is a British Matilda tank and, on the right, a 
captured and rebadged Italian tank.  
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VICTORY IN THE PACIFIC CELEBRATIONS   
 

The photograph below was shared with us by Lambis Englezos for obvious reasons. It was taken on 
16/8/45 at a special service at the Domain in Sydney. We can only imagine the joy and relief felt 
world-wide at the announcement of the end of WW2. 
 

  
 
 
  

  

2021 MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 
DUE FOR PAYMENT ON 1st JANUARY 2021 

All Affiliate members are reminded that this year’s subscription is due for payment on 1st January.  The 
subscription remains at $30 for 2021.   Please note that individual payment requests are not normally 
sent to members.   
The annual membership subscription is the main revenue source for the association and ensures its 
ongoing financial viability.  These funds are more important now as we have lost the opportunity for fund 
raising at our normal functions many of which were cancelled due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
The cooperation of members by responding to this notice and paying their subscription as soon as possible 
will be greatly appreciated. 
Members are also requested to complete and sign the 2021 Annual Subscription Payment Form when 
making payment.  This will assist with the correct allocation of all payments.  The form is included in this 
edition.  Please forward this completed form either by email or normal post.  The addresses are below.   
If you are paying by EFT, ensure you include a unique reference such as your surname and membership 
no.  If you pay by an actual bank deposit send details to ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com or to the Secretary, 
ROTA, 44 Victoria Ave, Albert Park, 3206. This is important for correct matching of payments, as bank 
deposits do not have adequate referencing.  
 

Please note that Tobruk Veterans are exempt from paying the annual subscription. 
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FACEBOOK UPDATE 
 

Hi all,  
 
Our Facebook page has seen 
continued growth and 
interaction. The page now has 
506 likes and is reaching an 
average of two thousand 
people a day.  
 
We have had a steady influx of 
messages from all over the 
world seeking information on 
relatives as well as people just 
sharing stories. 
 
The page showed great 
success in attracting at least 12 
additional people to buy the 
80th Commemorative medal. 
Remember to share the page to 
your own friends list and check 
for updates. 
 
Keep safe and all the best  
 

Lachlan Gaylard   
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2021 is the 80th Anniversary of the Siege of Tobruk.  To commemorate this, the Rats of Tobruk 
Association is excited to announce this limited striking of a replica of an original medal made by some 
of the Rats while still in Tobruk.   
 
The medal comes in a deluxe presentation box.  An insert which provides the history of the medal is 
also included.  The medal was produced with the cooperation of the West Australian Anzac Museum 
which holds an original in its collection.   
 
The price is only $50 plus postage (please add $10 for delivery anywhere in Australia, for up to two 
medals to the same address). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To order please send an email to ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com 
Please include the quantity required, your name, delivery address and contact phone number. 
Payment by electronic funds transfer (EFT) is our preferred method of payment: 

Bank Account Details: Name: Rats of Tobruk Association BSB: 013 223 Account No:  2102 51748   

Include as the reference the word ‘MEDAL’ followed by your surname. 
 
Payment can also be made by Credit or Debit Card.  To arrange this please ring our Merchandising 
Officer, Graeme Clifford: 0418 882 323  

2021 
80th Anniversary - Siege of Tobruk 

 

Commemorative Medal 

(Back of Medal: ‘To Commemorate 
the 80th Anniversary of the Siege of 
Tobruk, 10 April 1941 to 7 December 
1941, 242 days’) 

Case: (8.5 cm x 17 cm approx.) (Medal dia: 3.5 cm approx.) 
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RATS OF TOBRUK NEUROSCIENCE FELLOWSHIP FUND  
 

If you would like to make a donation, you can send a cheque or money order made 
out to the ‘ROTA Neuroscience Fellowship Fund’, to the RCH Foundation, Level 2, 
48 Flemington Road, Parkville, Victoria, 3052. Please include your name and 
address so that a tax receipt can be sent to you.  
 

Adding a gift in your Will is another way to ensure the continuation of the Fellowship. To learn more, 
or most importantly, to let the foundation know of your intention, please contact  
Jessica Frean, Planned Giving, RCH Foundation (03 9345 6389 or email: Jessica.frean@rch.org.au)  
 

BOB SEMPLE MEMORIAL SERVICE DVD 
 
We have a limited number of copies of the special 
DVD of Bob Semple’s memorial service which was 
held at Scots Church in Melbourne.  
 
This beautiful video tribute to a special Rat covers 
the entire service from start to finish and runs for 
approximately 2 hours 45 minutes. 
 
The production of these DVDs has been funded 
by a generous grant from Bob’s estate and so the 
entire purchase price will go to the Rats of Tobruk 
Neuroscience Fellowship Fund. 
 
The price of the DVD is $15, and the postage is $5 
if required. For details please see the 
Merchandise Order form in this issue. 
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Rats of Tobruk Association Inc  -  Application for Affiliate Membership 
 
 
 
 
Name: …………………….       ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

                 Title                Given Name (s)                                                                          Surname 
    

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..    …………………………………………………………………………………………………………     ……………………………………… 

                                                                                                                                  Suburb / State                                                      Post Code 
 

Email:  .......................................................................................................@...................................................................................   Contact  Phone No: ………………………………………………………………………………  
                  Please Print Clearly 
Are you over 18 years of age: YES or N0      Are you or have you been a member of the Military Services:  YES or NO  
Are you a descendant / relative of a Rat of Tobruk: YES or NO         If yes please print his details below: 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..           ………………………………………………………………………………………………..   ………………………………………………………..    …………………………………………….. 

Given Name (s)                                                                    Surname                                                 Service ID                     Unit 
 

My relationship to the veteran is: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Reason for wanting to join: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Payment Details: 
Payment of $60 ($30 Joining Fee plus $30 Annual Subscription) must accompany the application.  Payment can be made 
by cheque, money order, cash or electronic funds transfer (EFT).  The Association does not have credit card facilities.  If 
you are paying by EFT, it is important that you include a unique reference so that the payment can be matched to the 
application. A suggested reference is the letters 'NEW MBR' followed by your surname.  e.g.  'NEW MBR Cummings'. 
Bank Account Details:    Account Name: Rats of Tobruk Association  BSB: 013 223  Account No:  2102 51748   

The EFT  'reference' I have used is:   

I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I  
If you pay by EFT, you can scan this application and email it to:  ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com  This will ensure your 
application is processed promptly. 
Privacy Clause: 

Information requested in this application form is necessary for the association to determine your eligibility for 
membership, maintain the members register and to keep you informed about the association, its activities and products.  
It will not be provided to third parties for direct marketing purposes.  As a member you have the right to inspect the 
members' register. 

Promotional Photos: 

 At the Association's functions, photo's may be taken for promotional purposes and publication in the Tobruk House News.  
By attending any of these functions you give permission for the use of your image in the manner described above. 

Annual Subscription: 

By joining the Association, you agree to pay the Annual Subscription when it falls due on the 1st January each year.  The 
amount of the Annual Subscription is set by the Committee of Management, prior to the start of each year. 

Association Rules: 

By joining the Association, you agree to abide by the Association Rules and policies approved by the Committee of 
Management from time to time.  These are available on the Association’s website www.ratsoftobrukassociation.org.au  

 
Applicant's  Signature: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  Date: ………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
Membership Approval: …………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………….  

                                                     Delegate of the Committee of Management  
  
Contact Email:  ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com     Contact Phone No:  0434 693 190 
  

Please forward this application together with payment of $60 to:  
The Secretary of ROTA, Tobruk House, 44 Victoria Ave, Albert Park, Vic, 3206. 
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Rats of Tobruk Association Inc  -  Annual Subscription Payment Form 
 

 Contact Email: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com                     Contact Phone No:  0434 693 190 
 

Membership No:______________ 
 

Name: ______    _________________________________    ________________________________ 
                 Title                Given Name (s)                                                                             Surname    
Contact Details (Only complete if details have changed): 
 
Address:  ____________________________________    _________________________  _________ 
                                                                                                                      Suburb / State                            Post Code 
Email:  ______________________@_________________ Contact Phone No: ___________________  
                 Please Print Clearly 
 
The 2021 Annual Membership Subscription is $30 and is due and payable on 1 January 2021.   
Please note that if payment is not received by 31 March 2021, your membership will be suspended.  
It is also pointed out that the Association’s rules state that a member is taken to have resigned if the 
member’s subscription is more than twelve months in arrears.   
Payment:  Payment by electronic funds transfer (EFT) is our preferred method of payment.  Payment 
can also be made by credit card, cheque, or money order. 
EFT Payment: If you are paying by EFT, it is important that you include a unique reference so that the 
payment can be matched to the members register, for example, your membership no. and surname. 
Bank Account Details:    Name: Rats of Tobruk Association BSB: 013 223 Account No:  2102 51748   

Credit Card Payment:  Please provide the following details: 
Name on Card:_________________________________________  Amount: $______________ 

Card No:  I_I_I_I_I    I_I_I_I_I     I_I_I_I_I     I_I_I_I_I    Expiry Date:  _ _:_ _                                                                                      
CVC:  I_I_I_I_I ( 3-digit number on the back of Visa / MC, 4 digit on front of AMEX)  
If you pay by EFT or credit card, you can scan this form and email it to:  ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com 
 
Privacy Clause: 
Information requested in this form is necessary for the association to maintain the members register 
and to keep you informed about the association, its activities, and products.  It will not be provided to 
third parties for direct marketing purposes.  As a member you have the right to inspect the members' 
register. 
 

Promotional Photos: 
 At the Association's functions, photo's may be taken for promotional purposes and publication in the 
Tobruk House News.  By attending any of these functions you give permission for the use of your image 
in the manner described above. 
 

Association Rules: 
As a member of the Association, you agree to abide by the Association Rules and policies approved by 
the Committee of Management from time to time.  These are available on the Association’s website 
www.ratsoftobrukassociation.org.au  
 
Member’s Signature:___________________________________________   
 
Date:____________________ 

Please forward this form together with payment of $30 to:  
The Secretary of ROTA, Tobruk House, 44 Victoria Ave, Albert Park, Vic, 3206. 
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Rats of Tobruk Association Inc 
Merchandise Order Form 
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IMAGINING CENTAUR 
 

LAST POST – Every Sunday at 4.45PM 
 
 
 

THROUGH THE EYES OF THE SON                  
 
 

CHANGED FOREVER 
 
 
 

Stories of migrants who have resettled in Australia from 
war-torn countries are presented beside those of recent 
veterans of overseas service in the Australian Defence 
Force. This moving exhibition explores the impacts of global 
and civil conflict in changing lives and shaping contemporary 
Australia.  

Photographer, John Williams (1933-2016), left an impressive 
intellectual and creative legacy that reflected his passion and 
preoccupation with the impact of the First World War on 
Australian culture and society. Inspired by his father’s service, 
John’s war related imagery provides perceptive reflection that 
will leave a lasting impression. 
 

The Last Post Service is another reason to make a family visit to 
the Shrine on Sunday afternoons. This new moving ceremony 
features a piper, bugler and Shrine Guard in historic uniform. 

The tragic story of the Australian Hospital Ship Centaur, sunk 
on 14 May 1943. A series of charcoal drawings by celebrated 
artist Dean Bowen to commemorate the 268 innocent souls 
lost and the 64 brave individuals who survived. 

THE SHRINE IS 
CURRENTLY CLOSED 

TO VISITORS  
 

TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT 

PLEASE CHECK THE 
SHRINE WEBSITE OR 

CALL 03 9661 8100 
FOR UPDATED 
INFORMATION 

REGARDING ACCESS 


