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RATS OF TOBRUK ASSOCIATION Inc. 

44 Victoria Avenue, ALBERT PARK, VIC 3206      www.ratsoftobrukassociation.org.au 
 PHONE No 0432 232 502 

Monthly Meeting normally 4th Friday of the month starting at 10.30am 
 

(No General Meetings January, April, May, July and December) 
 

PLEASE NOTE. Your 2021 ROTA subscription is due on Jan 1. 
 

The dates below are subject to change. For more up to date information call 0432 232 502 
 

Month / Date Event Description 

February 26 Tobruk House Meeting & Tobruk Exhibition Launch 

February 27 Tobruk House Open Day 

March 26 Annual General Meeting 

April 11 Tobruk Sunday 

April 25 Anzac Day 

 
  

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

All articles and photographs used in this 
publication are copyright unless otherwise 

stated. They should not be sold or used in any 
other publication without the express written 

permission from the Committee of this 
Association. 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The views expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those of the  

Rats of Tobruk Association Inc. 
The material used in this publication is 

checked for accuracy, but no liability can be 
assumed for any losses due to the use of 

any material published herein. 
 

Patron: Bill Gibbins 

Committee of Management: 

President – Graham Gibson 

Vice President – Mike Kiernan 

Secretary – Glenda Garde 

Treasurer - Mike Kiernan 

Other Committee Members – 

Christine Mulvaney, Bob Horton,  
Graeme Clifford, Tony Smith, 

Heather Macfarlane, Ian Marr, 
Karolina Sevcikova, Stuart Tolliday,  

Lachlan Gaylard  
Tony Codd – Hall Keeper 

Email: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com 

TOBRUK HOUSE NEWS 

Deadlines 

Editorial and Advertising 

ISSUE: FEBRUARY 2021 

DEADLINE: JANUARY 2nd 

We welcome all contributions from  

our community but cannot guarantee publication. 

Email is preferred with documents in Word and 

pictures in jpeg format but not essential. 

Articles or letters with no contact details  
will not be published. 
Editor: Stuart Tolliday 
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The President and ROTA Inc. members wish to extend our condolences and deepest sympathy to 
the families and friends of our departed comrades: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rats of Tobruk Association Inc. 
 

President’s Report – December 
 
 
The 2021 Annual Subscription ($30) is due on 1 January 2021 and we would appreciate if members 
could pay early if you are in a position to do so.  (Renewal form on page 25 of this edition of THN.) 
 
This year has presented its challenges in so many different ways, communication is an essential 
element in any organisation. Not being able to physically attend Tobruk House has had your 
committee asking if we can provide Live Streaming via Zoom for 2021 to all of our members. As 
mentioned in the October THN, we will hopefully be able to Live Stream our meetings from February 
2021. On that point we recently used Zoom to ‘Remotely Connect’ with the students and staff of 
Warrandyte Primary School for their annual lesson on the Siege of Tobruk. This year four of our 
members, children of the Rats of Tobruk, told the story of their fathers’ experience during the Siege 
using the remote learning technology. Please see further details in this edition of THN.   
 
We are proud to announce two major events to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of the start of 
the Siege of Tobruk. Firstly, we will launch our new Tobruk Exhibition at Tobruk House. The 
exhibition consists of 24 picture board panels that tell the story of the Siege of Tobruk and our 
Association. This will be held on Friday February 26 in Tobruk House, at a time TBA. Then on Sunday 
the 11th April starting at 14.00 we will hold our traditional Tobruk Sunday Commemorative Service 
on the Rats of Tobruk Reserve located opposite Tobruk House, 44 Victoria Avenue, Albert Park, 
complete with guest speakers and the Rats of Tobruk Memorial Pipes and Drums Band. 
 
We remind our members that the Christmas breakup originally planned at Tobruk House for 
Sunday the 6th December has unfortunately been cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
 
To all of our members and friends we would like to wish you a Happy and Healthy Christmas and 
hope that you will be surrounded by your family and friends, and to those on our sick list now (none 
with COVID-19) and we wish you all a very speedy recovery and a return to good health in the near 
future. 
 
Thank-you once again for your continued support, it is greatly appreciated. 
 

Graham Gibson, President  

VALE 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 

 Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,  

we will remember them. 
LEST WE FORGET 

MYERS, Raymond (Ray) Arthur, VX47438, 2/23 Bn, 1 October 2020, 99 yrs 
CAMPBELL, Alfred James (Jim), QX14378, 2/15 Bn, 26 October 2020, 99 yrs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are extended to all families at this sad time.  
 



   
A NEW ROTA FELLOW JOINS THE RANKS 
 
As in past years, we would have expected the 
announcement of the new recipient of the ROTA 
Fellowship at a special morning tea held at the 
Royal Children’s Hospital Foundation offices in 
early December. 
 
This year, unfortunately, is different. Due to the 
COVID-19 situation a normal meeting is deemed 
to be unsafe and so we will postpone the formal 
welcome to the 2021 Fellow to a date to be 
confirmed in the new year. We regret the need 
for this change but believe it is the most appropriate decision at this time. 
 

Meanwhile we are very pleased to be able to 
announce that the Rats of Tobruk Association 
Neuroscience Fellow for 2021 is Dr. Nicola Fearn. 
  
Nicola hails from the United Kingdom and has been 
in paediatric training at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital since 2015. Prior to that, she undertook her 
medical studies and training in general paediatrics 
in the United Kingdom and New Zealand.  
  
Nicola is an experienced trainee. Critical to Nicola’s 
success and professional development will be the 
knowledge and experience that she receives during 
her year of epilepsy training as the Rats of Tobruk 
Association Neuroscience Fellow. 
  
Nicola will complete her training in 2021 and will 
then start a PhD with Professor Mark Mackay on 
stroke research, an area in which she is developing a 
special interest. 
  
She is very much enjoying being a part of the RCH 

Neurology team and her long-term ambition is to remain at the Royal Children’s Hospital as a 
consultant neurologist. 
 
We very much look forward to congratulating Nicola in person as soon as that is practical. There will 
be an announcement of the event in the February 2021 edition of the Tobruk House News. 
  
 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
 

We welcome the following new members to ROTA: 
 

James Potter    Lyn Lillecrapp     Michael Maminski     Kate Ridley     Vicki Williams 
Kay Young     Andrew Finlay     John Hardman     Chris Tucker     Morrice Bennett 
 

 

Your membership helps to ensure the legacy of the Rats of Tobruk  
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 
We have often thought that the veterans showed incredible foresight when, in establishing the 
association, they also looked at purchasing a ‘home base’. The members decided that they wanted ‘a 
place of their own – to eat, sleep, drink, play, relax and generally have fun.’  
 
This organisation has been able to continue for so long because of many hours of hard work, but also 
undoubtedly because of the existence of the ‘Rathole’ at 44 Victoria Ave. The below minutes are 
taken from the very first meeting held there in 1956.    
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LOOKING FOR INFORMATION 
 

The very successful launch of the 80th anniversary siege medal has prompted 
many questions and comments from ROTA members and friends about the 
various medallions/souvenirs related to the Tobruk siege. 
 
Much of the story has been told in recent editions of the THN but there are some 
other aspects that have been brought to light, revealing that we still don’t have a complete 
history of the medal(s) that were the inspiration for the above-mentioned commemorative item. 
 
A recent FaceBook posting by Betty Murphy (right) shows her father’s 
medallion, with a purple ribbon folded over an unusual bronze suspension 
piece at the top, not unlike the old shirt collar pins. This is the first medal 
most people will have seen with a purple ribbon attached (representing the 
2/13th colour patch). Most other known original copies of the medallion 
were ribbon-less and the AWM official story makes no mention of the 
ribbon, so it prompts the question – were ribbons supplied with the original 
medallions? 
 

On searching our archives we found some interesting 
items on this topic, including the excerpt below from a 
2003 issue of the Tobruk House News, and the picture 
(left) shows the medallion in question with a striped 
ribbon which, although only in black and white, looks like 
the ribbon attached to the Africa Star, the only official 
medal issued to those who fought in Tobruk. This must 
have been attached at a later date as the official medals 
did not exist at the time the Rats of Tobruk medal was 
struck.  

 
“Corporal LH Dutton, a Queenslander serving with the 2/13th Fd Coy RAE, manufactured the first 
model of the circular medal. He took aluminium from the fuselage of a shot down plane just the size 
of the 9th division circular colour patch and on this he imposed a circle of copper and he set the figure 
of an erect and fighting rat hand engraved from a brass shell case.  With Corporal R A Costello and 
Sapper F R Bignell he worked on the medal for three evenings. Their intention was to manufacture 
them for an immediate circle of close friends but soon the medals were being shown around 
throughout their company and so it was decided that the souvenir should be available to the entire 
company. With the approval of the CRE 9th Australian Division (Lt Col J Mann DSO) the dies were 
made, and the metal struck in sufficient numbers to provide one for every engineer who served with 
the Australian 9th Division engineers in Tobruk. The contract was then given to a Palestinian firm and 
the medals were available for all those entitled to own them. “ 
 

 Again there is no mention of a ribbon. It is most likely that the medallions were 
supplied without a ribbon and some people later added a ribbon of their own. The 
photo on the left is from Dorothy Cuthbertson of Kingaroy, daughter of Alexander 
Murray QX4444 of 2/13th Fld. Coy. Dorothy’s father’s medals show the medallion 
(stamped no. 500) with the ribbon from the much later ‘T’ medal. Given that the whole 
exercise was unofficial and happened while Africa was still in the throes of the desert 
wars it is difficult to know, and here is where you, dear readers, come in. 
 
Are you aware of the original medallion and do you have any information about it? 
We’d really like to know more about this important piece of memorabilia. We welcome 
anything you can tell us and of course any photos would be most appreciated. 

 
If anyone knows Angela Frederick who ordered an 80th medal, please contact ROTA by phone or email 
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THE EXHIBITION 
 

Back in May the ROTA Committee formed a special sub-committee with the task of creating a 
government sponsored exhibition related to the end of WW2. The sub-committee consisted of Mike 
Kiernan, Glenda Garde and Stuart Tolliday.  
 

The first requirement was to decide what the exhibition would look like, and how we could display it. 
That was (relatively) easy and a modular display system was purchased. Then came the next step of 
defining how the story would be told and then deciding on the words and pictures. It sounds easy 
but I can assure you there were many hours of discussions before any words were put down. 
 

It was decided that there would be 24 panels, each dedicated to a specific part of the Rats’ story. 
Each panel was given a working title and a word limit based on readability. The task of researching 
and writing the copy for the panels were divided up between the three committee members, and 
Heather Step and Tony Smith also contributed. 
 

Committee member Karolina Sevcikova put us in touch with Lisa Cammarano, a very talented 
graphic designer, who agreed to take on the task of making our ideas come to life in an interesting 
and appropriate fashion. The sub-committee then worked with Lisa over the ensuing months to 
bring the whole thing together. Each panel was scrutinized to ensure that it was accurate and 
(hopefully) interesting. Choosing the final titles was a task in itself but there was a great degree of 
cooperation between the three of us and Lisa. 
 

You might imagine how upset everyone was when it became apparent that the exhibition could not 
take place as planned in October due to COVID government restrictions. The new date, coinciding 
with our first meeting at Tobruk House for 2021, is February 26, but we wanted to give you a sneak 
preview of what has been achieved. We hope you like what you see here, and we really look forward 
to showing you the full exhibition at Tobruk House next year. 
 

  



 8 

 
CROSSING THE LINE 
 
ROTA member Dennis McCloskey recently sent in the picture of the document below and wrote “My 
father, James Stewart McCloskey QX 2384 sailed to the Middle East on the Queen Mary with the 
2/15th Bn in December 1940 and January 1941. When they crossed the Equator on the 10th January 
1941, each soldier was given one of these.”  

 
For those who are not familiar with this 
tradition we provide the following brief 
explanation.  
 
When a ship crosses the equator there is 
a long-held tradition of holding special 
equator-crossing ceremonies, typically 
featuring King Neptune and his 
representative Davy Jones. Other people 
in King Neptune’s entourage include a 
surgeon, a barber, a judge and people 
dressed as bears.  
 
These roles are played by people who 
have previously gone through the 
ceremony called, in the navy, ‘shellbacks’. 
First time participants are known as 
‘pollywogs’. The ship’s captain often plays 
the role of King Neptune. 
 
This tradition began in Western navies 
and was originally seen as a test to find 
out if new recruits were tough enough to 
handle a life at sea. When a ship crosses 
the equator, King Neptune comes aboard 
to exercise authority over his domain and 

to judge charges brought against the pollywogs that they are only posing as sailors and haven't paid 
proper homage to the god of the sea.  
 
While the origins of the tradition are a little vague, 
it is known to have existed for over 400 years. On 
the voyage of HMS Endeavour to the Pacific in 
1768, captained by James Cook, Joseph Banks 
described the ceremony in great detail.  
 
Since the early 1900s variations of the ceremony 
have been carried out for passengers' 
entertainment on civilian ocean liners and cruise 
ships. Many of the troops from both world wars 
wrote home about the ‘crossing the Line’ 
ceremony on their trip to Europe. Each ship has its 
own version of the tradition and most continued 
the hold the ceremony while used as troop carriers 
as a way to relieve the boredom of the long sea 
journey. 

Troops involved in the Crossing the line ceremony on the SS 
Empress of Australia in August 1941 
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ROTA’S EDUCATION PROGRAM ENTERS A NEW PHASE- REMOTE 
LEARNING WITH ZOOM 
 
This year was the first time that the children of the Rats of Tobruk told the story of their father’s 
experience during the Siege. Four presenters told the following stories: Heather Macfarlane- 2/4th 
AGH, Helen Robinson- 9th Div HQ Guard, Glenda Garde-2/5th Field Ambulance and Alastair Davison- 
2/24th Aust. Infantry Battalion. 

 
An eager group of 33 students and their teachers from Warrandyte Primary School await the start of their Remote 

Learning session about the Siege of Tobruk. 
 
Heather began the lesson by speaking to the students about the meaning and history behind ‘The 
Ode’, and at the end of her session the students all stood and recited ‘The Ode’. They now have a 
better understanding of where and why ‘The Ode’ came from. 
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Alastair led the 4 personal history presentations with a talk about the 2/24th Infantry Battalion, 
which focused on the Siege of Tobruk, where it was, how the soldiers were transported there, and 
the various locations within the perimeter of Tobruk, such as RAP Station, mine fields and where 
Rommel attacked the Red Line. 
 

 
 
Helen’s talk featured her father’s group, the 9th Division HQ Guard. She spoke about their duties and 
responsibilities within the Garrison of Tobruk and the general living condition and day to day 
routines of the servicemen. 
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Glenda’s presentation focussed on the 2/5th Field Ambulance unit and their role during the Siege; 
importantly, Field Ambulance troops, as non-combatants, did not carry weapons in Tobruk (in line 
with the Geneva Convention). 
 

 
 
An interesting story was told by Glenda about the youngest Australian soldier to serve in WW2. Basil 
Lucas was only 15 years old when he enlisted. He survived at Tobruk but unfortunately was later 
killed in New Guinea in 1942, by then aged 17. Glenda worked with the students to help them realise 
that Basil was only 3 years older than them, when he enlisted. 
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Heather concentrated on the role of the 2/4 AGH and the many roles with this group. She was able 
to cover what her father had worked at with the hospital including the number of operations, x-ray 
and pathology tests that were carried out during the Siege of Tobruk. Heather also explained how 
the system of triage was applied to the wounded. 
 

 
 
Alastair gave a very moving account of his father’s service in Tobruk and how the family back home 
in Australia were notified of him being wounded and regrettably KIA, this included copies of the 
many telegrams that his mother received. 
 

 
 
A very special thank-you to all of our presenters who gave a very creditable account of their fathers’ 
war time service in the Siege of Tobruk. I am sure that their fathers and the veterans that they 
represented would be incredibly pleased that the many stories of their legacy have been 
remembered and passed on to future generations. -  Graham Gibson 
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LOVE IN WARTIME – A WAR BRIDE STORY WRITTEN BY GLENDA GARDE  
 
One of the ‘perks’ of being a volunteer with ROTA is that you often have the privilege of speaking 
with people who have amazing life stories. What you are about to read is one such story. 
ROTA’s extraordinarily popular 80th anniversary replica medallions have been purchased by many 
families. Back in October, ROTA was contacted by Alice Griffiths of Mildura, who rang to thank us for 
a medallion she had received via another member in Mildura, Robert Bird.  Alice is the widow of 
VX33980 Edmund Arthur Griffiths, a 2/24th serviceman who, post-war, was very involved in the RSL 
in Mildura.  
 
In speaking with Alice, we discovered that she and Ted had met in England when Ted was 
recuperating there after being released from a POW camp in Germany. Ted’s records reveal that he 
arrived with the 2/24 in the Middle East in December 1940 and was wounded in Tobruk in May 1941. 
He spent time in a number of POW camps, before being released at war’s end and finding himself in 
England in June 1945.  Ted had actually put his age up when he enlisted (as so many others did) and 
he and 17-year-old Alice met in a London pub. As Alice explained, “You couldn’t help but like him.” 
At that time, Alice was working in a local telephone exchange.  
 

After knowing each other for the grand total of two weeks, Ted 
proposed, and after talking her parents into allowing the 
wedding, they were married just a short time before Ted left for 
Australia in September. He arrived back home and was discharged 
from the armed forces in October 1945. Alice followed soon after, 
leaving her London family and travelling to the ‘other side of the 
world’ or so it must have seemed, as one of the many war brides 
of that time on board the Rangitiki. Alice mentioned that she kept 
in contact with some of these girls for many years, valuing their 
friendship and shared experiences.  

 
She and Ted settled firstly in Warrandyte, where he became a teacher, before they later moved to 
Mildura. Ted and Alice were happily married for 60 years, raised 3 children and were volunteers at 
the Mildura RSL for over 40 years, before Ted passed away in 2005. Alice still resides in Mildura at an 
aged care facility. 
 

          
Now, there is one more element to this story that is indeed worth mentioning. As well as being a war 
bride, Alice also wears the mantle of being a ‘child blitz evacuee’. Fears that German bombing would 
cause civilian deaths prompted the British government to evacuate children, mothers with infants 
and the infirm from UK towns and cities to rural areas thought to be safe.  
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Evacuations took place in waves, and Alice and her younger brother James were amongst those 
children who left London (with their gasmasks!) and were sent to the countryside.  
 
Their first placement in Cornwall proved to be disastrous, resulting in young Alice ‘running away’ and 
taking a train back to London to inform her parents that she and James were being treated badly and 
were extremely unhappy. Alice and her father retrieved James, and fortunately, a subsequent 
evacuation resulted in them being placed with the family of a professor at Guy’s Hospital at Henley 
on Thames, where they attended the local school along with other evacuees and thrived. She still 
speaks fondly of her time spent with that family all these years later. The family’s son was a British 
Army doctor. At age 14, Alice returned to her family and to start work, as so many teenagers did in 
those days. Millions of British children were evacuated under this program.   
 
We sincerely thank Alice for contacting us and for allowing the THN to share her wonderful story. 
Just like her first impression of Ted, we couldn’t help but like her! 
    
POST SCRIPT 
 

‘Everyone has a story, every story is important, but not every 
story is told.’ 
Alice’s story has been told in more detail thanks to a project 
undertaken by a group of volunteer writers in Mildura; Mallee 
Living Histories Project. One book of stories has already been 
published, (cover image shown here) and a second compilation, 
which includes Alice’s contribution, will be published later this 
year. 
 
‘Mallee Living Histories’ is a community led project which looks at 
older people’s influence on history through living it, and the 
recollection and preservation of history through sharing stories of 
it. The project has two vital components; writers and storytellers. 
The storytellers are the residents of Princes Court Homes and 
Princes Court Village in Mildura, and the writers are a group of 
retired and semi-retired community members committed to 
transforming memories to text for the benefit of the storytellers 
and their families. For purchase information contact info@princescourt.com.au   



 
STOP PRESS/BUT WAIT…….THERE’S MORE!! 
 
The story continues. After writing the above, in a phone call to our own ‘living treasure’ Tommy 
Pritchard, I recounted the story of Ted and Alice. Listening intently, Tom asked me to repeat Ted’s 
name and then went on to explain that he, Ted, and another mate actually enlisted together in 1940.  
 

The three mates had worked together at J.Hunt & Co., an import and export firm in Queen St 
Melbourne and one day they just decided that they would join up together. The night before 
enlisting, they had a few drinks at a pub in their lunchtime, where, as Tom explained, 6d was enough 
to get you a 12 oz. pot of beer. Somehow, Ted and Tom were talked into visiting a tattoo parlour in 
Flinders St. by their older workmate and the two 18-year olds ended up having the same design 
tattooed on their arms.  
 

Due to circumstances at the time, and both being only 18, they didn’t end up in the same unit after 
enlistment, but, when in Tobruk a year later, Tom discovered that Ted was serving with the 2/24th 
nearby. He jumped into his ambulance (Tom was with 2/5th Field Ambulance) to try and find him.  
Unfortunately, as he drew near Ted’s location, things became ‘hot’ as Tom describes it (a German 
bombardment) and he was forced to turn around. Although when back In Australia the two men 
kept in touch through friends, they never did meet again. Tom still remembers his mate of 80 years 
ago….and so do we.   
 
NEW ROTA MERCHANDISE – IDEAL STOCKING FILLERS! 
 

Most of us have become used to donning a mask, and all the medical advice says the need for this 
habit will continue for some time, at least in large gatherings and on public transport. So we are 
pleased to be able to offer this ROTA badged face mask to add to your mask wardrobe.  

Comfortable soft cotton washable and reusable face mask with 3 layers of protection. 
The mask is a non-medical (Hospital) device but will protect against solid particles, droplets, smoke and is windproof for outdoor use. 

And for those looking for a different stocking filler to the usual socks and sweets (and isn’t that everyone at 
this time of the year?) what about these beautifully crafted ‘Two-Up’ sets featuring two polished 1941 
pennies on a hand crafted wooden ‘kip’, which can be ordered and delivered in time for Christmas – just the 
gift for that person who has everything! Comes complete with a history of the game and instructions. 

To purchase these additions to our range please contact our Graeme Clifford, our Merchandise Officer, on 
0418 882 323. Note that to ensure a pre-Christmas delivery you should order ASAP. 

$17 EACH 
(Incl. P+P) 

$12 EACH 
(plus $2 P+P) 



RATS AT THE WALL 
 
Whilst endeavouring to find suitable photos for the Rats of Tobruk exhibition to be held at Tobruk 
House, we obviously explored the magnificent collection of 1400 photographs held by the Australian 
War Memorial. The photograph below, taken on 20 September 1941, shows three Aussie soldiers 
writing their names and addresses on the wall of a former café in Tobruk.  

Upon closer inspection, two names stood out, as they were both 2/48th men and the photo actually 
shows the ‘graffitists’ in action. S.A. member of ROTA Kaye Lee has spent many months researching 
the men of the 2/48 and seemed the best person to turn to for assistance. As has been previously 
mentioned in the Tobruk House News, Kaye has been busy compiling stories of her father’s, highly 
decorated battalion, the 2/48th. It would be naïve to assume that all Rats of Tobruk were ‘angels’ 
and the story of these two larrikins probably confirms this, so here is what Kaye has been able to find 
out about SX8509 A.L.Boyes and SX5207 T. F Egan.  
 
Torrence Ford (Ted) Egan was born in 1916 in Port Pirie SA and, after a few brushes with the law in 
his teenage years which landed him in a reformatory, he enlisted in the army in June 1940 and 
served with the 2/48th in Tobruk. He was discharged in 1945 and died in 1983, aged 67. 
Unfortunately, Ted’s service records have not been digitised and so we know little else of his war 
service.  
 
Archibald Lawrence Boyes and his brother, John, both served in WW2 and Archie, like Ted, also had 
a few early scrapes with the law, including being charged with being a stow-away when he was 
attempting to return to Port Adelaide from Newcastle. Aged 32, Archie enlisted and became part of 
the SA based 2/48th. His records show that he pushed the boundaries and was often in trouble for 
disobeying orders, but one incident, known as ‘the episode of the donkey’ really stands out!  
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After escaping from camp detention, Archie and a mate headed to a local village to avail themselves 
of some ‘native brew’. Later that evening, the two men made an impromptu appearance at a 
gathering of their C.O’s in the mess, with one man leading a donkey on which the other was seated, 
followed by a ‘local’ and announcing that they wanted to report to Major Tucker. After falling to the 
ground, the episode resulted in an arrest, a fine and 28 days detention this time.  
 
Despite these indiscretions, Archie was in fact a good soldier and was known to be extremely 
courageous and loyal. Eventually charged with desertion, a charge later dismissed, Archie was 
denied his medals and died in 1971.  
 
There were numerous attempts by his family, most notably by Mary, the sister of Archie and his 
brother John, to have their medals awarded. The family mounted a campaign and argued that the 2 
brothers were both victims of an injustice and it took until 2013 for the medals to finally be awarded 
posthumously. This came after an inquiry which proved that, while the two brothers had 
undoubtedly pushed boundaries, their loyalty and duty to their country and fellow soldiers was 
unquestionable.  
 
Former chief of Army, Peter Leahy was a strong supporter of the case, stating, “I don’t believe 
people’s medals should be taken off them for being naughty. They have earned them.” The Boyes 
Inquiry, as it became known, resulted in other WW2 servicemen also being awarded the medals they 
had earned. 
 
Archie and John’s nephew Ken, himself a Vietnam veteran, was finally able to pay tribute to his 
uncles on Anzac Day, by wearing their medals.  
 
Thanks for your help with this interesting story Kaye! 
 
And just in case you are wondering; the third soldier pictured, VX40954, was in fact NOT Ned Kelly, 
but research in the NAA shows that he was actually William Neil Morris who served with the 9th 
Division and was a butcher from Footscray. There were 44 Kellys in the Tobruk Siege but as far as we 
know, Ned Kelly was not one of them!  
 
 
ANOTHER BRICK IN THE WALL 
 

In 2016, ROTA members who had a registered email address received 
information regarding a campaign for donations towards the rebuilding of 
the Australian Light Horse museum at Na Na Goon in Victoria. The 
campaign involved purchasing a brick for the new building and that brick 
would be engraved with your name or that of perhaps a relative as a form 
of memorial. The ROTA logo was also available to add to the engraving. 
 

Since then the project stalled for a number of reasons, but we have been 
notified recently that it has restarted. If any members wish to follow up 
on a previous commitment or find out more about the project, please 
contact the museum people directly:  

Edward Dingle, Asset Protection/Project Manager, Light Horse & Field Artillery Museum 
www.lighthorsemuseum.com.au Phone (0419) 400 306 



 
RATS ON THE WALL 
 

Back in June we received a letter from Kristal Lane, Defence School mentor at St Mary’s Primary 
School in Ipswich, seeking permission to use the ROTA insignia in a mosaic art piece at the school to 
commemorate the Second World War. Naturally we were happy to oblige. 
 

Recently we received a follow-up from Kristal and now we have some photographs of the finished 
project for you to enjoy. Kristal writes:  
 

“I wanted to send you a couple of photos of our wall that we finished today.  
 

I hope you & the association love it as much as we do. Thanks for your support,..” 
 
Thank you to all the people involved at St Mary’s. We love it too! 
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MARVELOUS MARY’S 100th BIRTHDAY 
 

“Where there are men fighting, there are always nurses.” Sister Florence Syer*  
 

We are always pleased to hear from our interstate members; so a very big thank you to Terry 
O’Toole for alerting us to this story that he spotted in the Midwest Times, a WA publication.  
 

Mary Haselby was born in the Victorian town of Buln Buln, and at 21 found herself bound for the 
Middle East.  Arriving in Palestine as part of a voluntary aid detachment, Mary worked in field 
hospitals as a nurse, caring for troops, including Rats of Tobruk. After 2 years in the Middle East, 
Mary returned to Australia in 1943 and did more training, graduating on the day peace was declared. 
Post war, Mary settled in WA raising a family and did charity and community work until she was 90! 
 

Mary & her son Chris & Garry Keefe, CEO of the Shire of Northampton, W.A. 
  

To help celebrate her 100th birthday, ROTA’s good friend Pierre Sellier made a tribute card for Mary, 
which Terry arranged to be presented to her. Happy Birthday Mary! 
 

DID YOU KNOW?.... 
The first army nurses arrived with the Second AIF in Egypt and Palestine in 1940. Over the next two 
years, several hundred women served in the Middle East and Mediterranean in different hospitals 
and medical facilities. For many of these young nurses, it would have been the first time they had to 
treat the horrific wounds caused by gunshot or artillery fire. Nor was their work without danger. Due 
to concern for their safety, the nurses in Tobruk were evacuated to Alexandria in Egypt, along with 
300 of their patients, only days before the famous siege began in April 1941, but even Alexandria 
was regularly bombed by enemy aircraft.  
 

From the diary of South Australian nurse Dorothy Campbell who served in the Australian Army 
Nursing Service from 1940 to 1946 and cared for some of the men of Tobruk,  
 

“How I love to be able to help them, and to listen to the great stories they tell … it makes one feel and 
realise what a dreadful thing war is …” 
 

There is perhaps a lack of recognition often afforded to Australia’s war nurses and we should never 
forget the important role nurses played in caring for the Rats of Tobruk.  
 

*Nurse Florence Syer's (nee Trotter) was one of approximately five thousand nurses who volunteered to serve 
during WW2. Seventy-eight died, mostly as a result of enemy action or while prisoners of war. You can find out 
more about Nurse Syer’s experiences as a POW in the book "Medicos and Memories" (ISBN0 646 33478 6) 
written by Dr Jim Dixon and Dr Bob Goodwin. 

Special thanks to our health workers today, who are once again working on the frontline. 



 
MORE OF OUR RATS AND THEIR COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS  
 
As reported in the October THN, the ROTA committee presented all known living Rats with one of 
the new commemorative medals created for the 80th anniversary of the siege. Here are two more of 
these special men with their new medals. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
We sent one of the 80th anniversary medals to 
Brendon Nelson, the ex-head of the Australian 
War Memorial, and he replied with a lovely 
letter. The photo he refers to so proudly is the 
one shown above. We look forward to 
welcoming him to Tobruk House next year, 
hopefully for Tobruk Sunday.   

Gordon Kibby displays his 80th Anniversary Siege medal, 
as well as his 75th Anniversary of the end of WW2 
medallion issued by the government. 

Jim Campbell displays his 80th Anniversary Siege 
medal. His son reported that this was the only 
medal his father ever wore. Sadly Jim passed 
away since this photo was taken. 
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FACEBOOK UPDATE 
 

Hi all , 
 

Our ROTA Facebook now has almost 600 ‘likes’ and continues to 
reach people all across the country. We have also seen an influx 
of memory sharing and connections across our members 
throughout October. 
 

The page saw a boost in interaction with the stories of some of 
our veterans and the marking of the 7th Division leaving for 
Tobruk. In fact our very own veteran Ted Stone (VX41342, 2/5th 
Fld Ambl) was able to comment and share his recollections of 
leaving on Caulfield Cup Day, and how he was Lucky enough to 
score a cabin on the journey! 
 

Thanks to our President Graham Gibson who is assisting with 
keeping our Posts more regular. Graham will also be posting 25 
of our ROTA Tribute cards designed by Pierre Sellier, each 
fortnight (this will be a regular instalment for the next 14 
months, so be sure to keep an eye out)  
 

Many thanks again to our members who have shared memories 
and showed their continued support of the page.  

 

Please be sure to ‘like’ and share the page amongst your own friends list. 
 

All the best and keep safe  
Lachlan Gaylard  
 
A ROYAL RAT CONNECTION 
 
Royalty fans and followers will be aware that with the 
departure of the Sussex’s to the USA and the retirement 
of the Duke of Edinburgh, a number of honorary role 
vacancies were created within the armed forces and 
there was a need to do a re-shuffle amongst the 
remaining members of the British Royal family.  
 
Our committee member Christine Mulvany noticed that 
one of the changes was the appointment of Camilla, 
Duchess of Cornwell, to the honorary role of Colonel-in-
Chief of The Rifles, an infantry regiment of the British 
Army. (Camilla actually holds eight honorary military 
appointments including that of Colonel-in-Chief of The 
Royal Australian Corps of Military Police.) 
 
Christine also noticed that Camilla’s father was one of 
the Desert Rats and so she shot off a letter of 
congratulations, explaining her own connection to 
Tobruk through her father, and about the ongoing 
aspect of our Association. She was understandably 
thrilled to receive this reply. 
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2021 is the 80th Anniversary of the Siege of Tobruk.  To commemorate this, the Rats of Tobruk 
Association is excited to announce this limited striking of a replica of an original medal made by some 
of the Rats while still in Tobruk.   
 
The medal comes in a deluxe presentation box.  An insert which provides the history of the medal is 
also included.  The medal was produced with the cooperation of the West Australian Anzac Museum 
which holds an original in its collection.   
 
The price is only $50 plus postage (please add $10 for delivery anywhere in Australia, for up to two 
medals to the same address). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To order please send an email to ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com 
Please include the quantity required, your name, delivery address and contact phone number. 
Payment by electronic funds transfer (EFT) is our preferred method of payment: 

Bank Account Details: Name: Rats of Tobruk Association BSB: 013 223 Account No:  2102 51748   

Include as the reference the word ‘MEDAL’ followed by your surname. 
 
Payment can also be made by Credit or Debit Card.  To arrange this please ring our Merchandising 
Officer, Graeme Clifford: 0418 882 323  

2021 
80th Anniversary - Siege of Tobruk 

 

Commemorative Medal 

(Back of Medal: ‘To Commemorate 
the 80th Anniversary of the Siege of 
Tobruk, 10 April 1941 to 7 December 
1941, 242 days’) 

Case: (8.5 cm x 17 cm approx.) (Medal dia: 3.5 cm approx.) 
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RATS OF TOBRUK NEUROSCIENCE FELLOWSHIP FUND  
 

If you would like to make a donation, you can send a cheque or money order made 
out to the ‘ROTA Neuroscience Fellowship Fund’, to the RCH Foundation, Level 2, 
48 Flemington Road, Parkville, Victoria, 3052. Please include your name and 
address so that a tax receipt can be sent to you. Alternatively, you can call Jessica 
Frean at the number below and arrange payment by card or bank transfer over the phone 
 

Adding a gift in your Will is another way to ensure the continuation of the Fellowship. To learn more, 
or most importantly, to let the foundation know of your intention, please contact  
Jessica Frean, Planned Giving, RCH Foundation (03 9345 6389 or email: Jessica.frean@rch.org.au)  
 
BOB SEMPLE MEMORIAL SERVICE DVD 
 

We have a limited number of copies of the special 
DVD of Bob Semple’s memorial service which was 
held at Scots Church in Melbourne.  
 
This beautiful video tribute to a special Rat covers 
the entire service from start to finish and runs for 
approximately 2 hours 45 minutes. 
 
The production of these DVDs has been funded 
by a generous grant from Bob’s estate and so the 
entire purchase price will go to the Rats of Tobruk 
Neuroscience Fellowship Fund. 
 
The price of the DVD is $15, and the postage is $5 
if required. For details please see the 
Merchandise Order form in this issue.  
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Rats of Tobruk Association Inc  -  Application for Affiliate Membership 
 
 
 
 
Name: …………………….       ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

                 Title                Given Name (s)                                                                          Surname 
    

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..    …………………………………………………………………………………………………………     ……………………………………… 

                                                                                                                                  Suburb / State                                                      Post Code 
 

Email:  .......................................................................................................@...................................................................................   Contact  Phone No: ………………………………………………………………………………  
                  Please Print Clearly 
Are you over 18 years of age: YES or N0      Are you or have you been a member of the Military Services:  YES or NO  
Are you a descendant / relative of a Rat of Tobruk: YES or NO         If yes please print his details below: 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..           ………………………………………………………………………………………………..   ………………………………………………………..    …………………………………………….. 

Given Name (s)                                                                    Surname                                                 Service ID                     Unit 
 

My relationship to the veteran is: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Reason for wanting to join: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Payment Details: 
Payment of $60 ($30 Joining Fee plus $30 Annual Subscription) must accompany the application.  Payment can be made 
by cheque, money order, cash or electronic funds transfer (EFT).  The Association does not have credit card facilities.  If 
you are paying by EFT, it is important that you include a unique reference so that the payment can be matched to the 
application. A suggested reference is the letters 'NEW MBR' followed by your surname.  e.g.  'NEW MBR Cummings'. 
Bank Account Details:    Account Name: Rats of Tobruk Association  BSB: 013 223  Account No:  2102 51748   

The EFT  'reference' I have used is:   

I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I__I  
If you pay by EFT, you can scan this application and email it to:  ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com  This will ensure your 
application is processed promptly. 
Privacy Clause: 

Information requested in this application form is necessary for the association to determine your eligibility for 
membership, maintain the members register and to keep you informed about the association, its activities and products.  
It will not be provided to third parties for direct marketing purposes.  As a member you have the right to inspect the 
members' register. 

Promotional Photos: 

 At the Association's functions, photo's may be taken for promotional purposes and publication in the Tobruk House News.  
By attending any of these functions you give permission for the use of your image in the manner described above. 

Annual Subscription: 

By joining the Association, you agree to pay the Annual Subscription when it falls due on the 1st January each year.  The 
amount of the Annual Subscription is set by the Committee of Management, prior to the start of each year. 

Association Rules: 

By joining the Association, you agree to abide by the Association Rules and policies approved by the Committee of 
Management from time to time.  These are available on the Association’s website www.ratsoftobrukassociation.org.au  

 
Applicant's  Signature: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  Date: ………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
Membership Approval: …………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………….  

                                                     Delegate of the Committee of Management  
  
Contact Email:  ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com     Contact Phone No:  0434 693 190 
  

Please forward this application together with payment of $60 to:  
The Secretary of ROTA, Tobruk House, 44 Victoria Ave, Albert Park, Vic, 3206. 
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Rats of Tobruk Association Inc  -  Annual Subscription Payment Form 
 

 Contact Email: ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com                     Contact Phone No:  0434 693 190 
 

Membership No:______________ 
 

Name: ______    _________________________________    ________________________________ 
                 Title                Given Name (s)                                                                             Surname    
Contact Details (Only complete if details have changed): 
 
Address:  ____________________________________    _________________________  _________ 
                                                                                                                      Suburb / State                            Post Code 
Email:  ______________________@_________________ Contact Phone No: ___________________  
                 Please Print Clearly 
 
The 2021 Annual Membership Subscription is $30 and is due and payable on 1 January 2021.   
Please note that if payment is not received by 31 March 2021, your membership will be suspended.  
It is also pointed out that the Association’s rules state that a member is taken to have resigned if the 
member’s subscription is more than twelve months in arrears.   
Payment:  Payment by electronic funds transfer (EFT) is our preferred method of payment.  Payment 
can also be made by credit card, cheque, or money order. 
EFT Payment: If you are paying by EFT, it is important that you include a unique reference so that the 
payment can be matched to the members register, for example, your membership no. and surname. 
Bank Account Details:    Name: Rats of Tobruk Association BSB: 013 223 Account No:  2102 51748   

Credit Card Payment:  Please provide the following details: 
Name on Card:_________________________________________  Amount: $______________ 

Card No:  I_I_I_I_I    I_I_I_I_I     I_I_I_I_I     I_I_I_I_I    Expiry Date:  _ _:_ _                                                                                      
CVC:  I_I_I_I_I ( 3-digit number on the back of Visa / MC, 4 digit on front of AMEX)  
If you pay by EFT or credit card, you can scan this form and email it to:  ratsoftobruk41@gmail.com 
 
Privacy Clause: 
Information requested in this form is necessary for the association to maintain the members register 
and to keep you informed about the association, its activities, and products.  It will not be provided to 
third parties for direct marketing purposes.  As a member you have the right to inspect the members' 
register. 
 

Promotional Photos: 
 At the Association's functions, photo's may be taken for promotional purposes and publication in the 
Tobruk House News.  By attending any of these functions you give permission for the use of your image 
in the manner described above. 
 

Association Rules: 
As a member of the Association, you agree to abide by the Association Rules and policies approved by 
the Committee of Management from time to time.  These are available on the Association’s website 
www.ratsoftobrukassociation.org.au  
 
Member’s Signature:___________________________________________   
 
Date:____________________ 

Please forward this form together with payment of $30 to:  
The Secretary of ROTA, Tobruk House, 44 Victoria Ave, Albert Park, Vic, 3206. 
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Rats of Tobruk Association Inc 
Merchandise Order Form 
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IMAGINING CENTAUR 
 

LAST POST – Every Sunday at 4.45PM 
 
 
 

THROUGH THE EYES OF THE SON                  
 
 

CHANGED FOREVER 
 
 
 

Stories of migrants who have resettled in Australia from 
war-torn countries are presented beside those of recent 
veterans of overseas service in the Australian Defence 
Force. This moving exhibition explores the impacts of global 
and civil conflict in changing lives and shaping contemporary 
Australia.  

Photographer, John Williams (1933-2016), left an impressive 
intellectual and creative legacy that reflected his passion and 
preoccupation with the impact of the First World War on 
Australian culture and society. Inspired by his father’s service, 
John’s war related imagery provides perceptive reflection that 
will leave a lasting impression. 
 

The Last Post Service is another reason to make a family visit to 
the Shrine on Sunday afternoons. This new moving ceremony 
features a piper, bugler and Shrine Guard in historic uniform. 

The tragic story of the Australian Hospital Ship Centaur, sunk 
on 14 May 1943. A series of charcoal drawings by celebrated 
artist Dean Bowen to commemorate the 268 innocent souls 
lost and the 64 brave individuals who survived. 

THE SHRINE IS 
ALLOWING LIMITED 
VISITOR NUMBERS  

 
TO AVOID 

DISAPPOINTMENT 
PLEASE CHECK THE 
SHRINE WEBSITE OR 

CALL 03 9661 8100 
FOR UPDATED 
INFORMATION 

REGARDING ACCESS 


